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REGISTRATION CARD—(Men born on or ater February 17, 1697 and om or hefore December 31, 1901

SERIAL NUMBER | 1. NAME (Print) ORDER NUMBER
WA/ TS S S " N P
(Kirst) (Middle) (Last)

2, PLACE oF RESIDENCE (Print) /
...0000 5, K, 130th Ave, . . Porfland........ . Multnomah . Qreson ...

(Number and street) (Town, township, village, or city) (County) (Bta
[THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON THE LINE ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD

JURISDICTION; LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL] W MJ

3. MAILING ADDRESS ﬂ/ L |

ITELEPHONE 5, AGE IN YEARS 6, PLACE OF BIRTH
s 1Y L O L 00 s - Pantland - Ua
DATE 0F BIRTH (Town o county)
AL 1 A 1R I S . T G o
(Exchange) (Number) (Mo)) (Day) (Yr) (Btate or country)
7. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PERSON Wro WiLt AwAvs Kxow Your ADDRESS
.08, Arthur Tude, 5505 9, I, 13th Ave., Portland. Oveson . ...

8, EMPLOYER'S NAME AND ADDRESS

_Student  Orezon State College

0, PLACE OF EMPLOYMENT OR BUSINESS

............ 0 I'ﬁﬁg.ﬂ.--.s.?.@,fﬁ.&..Qt.l.l.l_ege_,.__.._____.__..__Qmallia..-.-...Bent)m.........o{guegon..

(Number and street or R, F, D, number) (Town) (County

I ArveM TrAT I HAVE VERIVIED ABOVE ANswERS AND THAT THEY A#® TRUE, /‘“

D. 8.8, Form 1 X ooro  16-216301 ..-NeTA.
(Revised 1-1-42) (orer)




REGISTRAR’S REPORT

N DESCRIPTION OF REGISTRANT
 RACE |  HEIGHT WEIGHT
(A 1:;}1‘;1:: : (Approx.) COMPLEXION

Whits M _LA '/ g ( Ballow
EYES HAIR Lagnti L

Negro Blue & | Blonde | L Ruddy

' _Gray _Red e 8 Dark
Oriental Hazal Brown Freckled =
Emwp_ Black Light brown

Indian _Black _| Gray LH | Dark brown |
Bald | Black :
Filipino | ! | |
Other obvious physical characteristics that will ald in identifieation_____________ !

I certify that my answers are true; that the person registered has read or has had
read to him his own answers; that I have witnessed his signature or mark and that
all of his answers of which I have knowledge are trina, exeapt as follows:

I o 8 0 o S 0 S D S < 455 < e~ 5 S . e T D O -

Reglstrarfor LocalBoard__________" /' L

(N umber) (City or county) (Btate)

Pl — iy
T

Date of registration _‘______e-:z_,,:'.‘;__________-__-'. R L SR EY & S

(BETAMYP OF LOCATL BOARD)

(The stamp of the Local Board having jurisdiction of the reglstrant
shall ba placed in the above space)
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Casper

December 17, 1043

Chas, Hardesty, Minister




The Eugene Register-Guard
Lane County, Oregon
November 29, 1997

Ralph Rude

“The graveside service will be
Dec. 1 for Ralph Arthur Rude of
Eugene, who died Nov. 28 of a heart
attack. He was
76.

Rude was
born Sept. 24,
lmc i.l'l Pﬂrt-
land to Arthur
and Lillian
Rude. He mar-
ried Jacklyn
R Huanemxg’t in

Casper, yo.,
mh on Dec. 17, 1843.
He lived ih
Portland from 1921 to 1950 and was
educated at Benson High School,
Willamette University and Oregon
State University. He piloted B24 air-
craft in the US. Army Air Corps
during World War 11, flying 50 com-
bat missions and earning the Silver
Star, the Air Medal with four oak-
leaf clusters and the European, Af-
rican and Middle-Eastern service
medals with six bronze stars.

Rude was a self-employed con-
tractor and manager of Kendall
Ford Truck & RV. His interests in-
cluded woodworking, gardening,
family and walking with his wife.
He was past president of the Lions
Club and a member of Rotary Inter-
national. He served on the Bethel
School Board and coached for the
Eugene Sports Program.

He was named state Lion of the
Year in 1962 and Volunteer of the
Year for the Eugene Sports Pro-
gram in 1965.

Survivors include his wife; three
sons, Jeffrey and Scott of Eugene
and Stuart of Portland; a daughter,
Janet Erwin of Portland; a brother,
Ronald of Portland; a sister,
Mildred of Poruand and two

n.

Visitation will be Monday from
10 a.m. to noon at Musgrove Family
Mortuary. Monday's service will be
at 2 p.m. at Rest-Haven Memorial
Park. Memorial contributions may
be made to the American Cancer

Soclety.
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WAR DEPARTMENT . WAR DEPARTMENT. - LD.;EA Vovomm No.
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mmﬁ'ﬁﬁ&%ﬁumm& OFFICERS’ PAY, ALLOWANCE, AND MILEAGE VOUCHER
: ; THE UNITED STATES, Dr.,
L kas? ¥ANA—IRST MAME—MDULE DOSTAL = % Anuy SmL} No. 4 Gmiom a._nuncn [ 8 Omuwm PADDY
- g . i vl
. Buda, Balrh A Dmmg-emasa Capt | A C Aug g W waulﬁgggufi}éfL_ L, KD
3 7. & : SR 339
_']uum X Iumvme&mwﬁnmmn__]mm«mmjA4W¢quhmm-n el | L STA No 4

PAY STATUS DATA ~ OEFE" 1945

. FLiCH 780N Wit GROEAED 10 ACHIVA DUTY %p ¢TR~ FT. LEWIS, WASH

rmm

SRS S e

ﬁzﬂ_kug A3 Rordalrh F4al Taxas
_%.L_!Lﬁ ACCRU] = 13, 6zaTICH OTRA - "16 PAT paniop _i‘s. YEARS COMTLETED () T Tl
i 7 o i uum—“[%——ﬁ ] e o o e iy
i CREDITS ! (vt b VO 8
- « ACORUAL PERIODS, 1048 (Puctusice dotrs) — -
PAY FOR~ Prou— Sen | 1 et AL
o, Tz wadica ( =00 Sap IR Net HA Yoy N8 Dag ‘

,_Baso and longevity (15) 0.0 i 8 ; { R ]
17. Yoreign servieg 2 ‘DO 126,00 ‘. — $ L , “ » $336.00 I
18. Flying, acronautical, vating () 7 : pe ] A g i R e B
10. Flying, noaflying officer (f) i
20. Parachutlst () (O 1 i
:;. Mustering out () 100,00! 10000 300 Dol 300,00 !
23.

ALLOWANCE 70R~ ; ; - : 3 h
24, Bubsistence 42,00 25 20 ; s K 4120 - |
25, Nental () 90, LTAN : A 142,00
20. Travel, mileage statm (€1 2 y
. 37 |
28. i
29. = Boik = ] i
Torar, Crmmira {342 .001205,20! 100 00l100 An 8847,20 |
L il i ! DEBITS : {
30. Class-B allstment—Bonds : 7 e
31, Class-D Government | ; s v AVEY BRI A
32. Class-E allotment 3
33. Class-N Not sery. lifo insurnco. | & 4() &.60 13,20
u' g . ] LR Y £/ ’ 3 o
_85. Dus United Btates for (No.) meals
36. .
87, LTS )
Torar. Dmnrrs | & 401 & 60 : ; A $ 13,20 3
n ) ()] W (2] © (¢/) &) {
Ner Baranen (345 /0 298,60 (100,00 [100.00 8 834,00 i
88. Amount pald by eash - - .. 135./0 T [R5 335.40 i
80. Amount paid by check o Treaz,, U, F. 508 . £0 1100.00 110000 060 |
40, Ghook No, * ; w fii
41, Dats of check il :
43. Vouehar No, yiis T ‘
43. Bymbol No. (For use by (7, A. 0.) iz ! ]
44. mehniﬁ)hma;tthalolhﬂn‘ [drees: 7]

. _Rox 182

45. I Cnmn that the fongoing statement and neoount of

mam due and to bocome due me In aceordance with exhung lnw, ineluding
wile

accompan hedul, nmhnmbymndanputhenn{) are to tha best of wledge
ueéel NrrwG that mmenl tbexdvr in full or in part, 04 stated, has not been roeelved' ﬂnt 1 now have
na uvdgned. transfe oro nh ouwhndlng lor the roﬂod for wmeh ply is cla mad on thia voueher or for futire monthas
that I am not in Ang tnde ta agencies or instrumentall except as stal i hat on this '
previous vouchers ve entered and had deduoted ull qutmnu made by ma du ‘f tha period of my mlllury servics: that I am not
w:ounuble or respomlblo for public pnmh d that p‘:{mt as xhtad on thu thln m voueb.er is not p by any pmvl-
slons of Isw Hmiting the availability of the |
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(¢} MNAME OF DEFENDENT WIFD OW UNMARIIED CHILD UNDER 3| | 7 conn | Apomem
THARS OF 4GB ; - RS ARX 4
Jacklyn-d—Buda Box 182 QOak Grove, Drecan
(U) DEPRNDENT VATHER OR MOTHER (Lem8) - - - gl SE e 9 # ]
For the purpose of obtalning payment of certain allowanees from the Go t and in support of my ot tlon that my ln!herni /
mother ls In fact dependent on me for his or ber ehlef suppart, X Cunriry that my father or mother is Mr. (Mra)— . .. :
" — who lives at - ; that the t required for my father’a or mother’s reasonable
and pmper living expenses is from & to & per month; that for the period from — e to

y 1’ 5 I { hlv_?tconuibuwd to the support of my father or mother, without any consideration therefor or hope or
__ezpeetation of return therefrom, the pum of & ; that tho total gross Income of my father or inother, from all sourcea (ineluding
in such Incoree any payment or contribution of others toward hla or hor propartionate ahare of housshald or llving axpenses) other than-

mny contributions has not exceeded and does not exceod §_ per month or § ‘per year far tho period from
to 2 ;nnd that tho living aotually & 1 by my father or mother dnrln'g ﬂm parfod from
to_ . . amount ¢ from § to § each month.’ ¢ 68
(c) ‘AvoprED cumLp oa sreremep (Ilem 8) v i SR8 14 ¥ paateibsas
I Cenriwy that Is my adopled child and will bo——years of aée at his or hér.nekt birthday; that he or
cho wag adopted by me pursuant to thelawsof . certified eopy of adoption papers filed herowith (or filed with vousher |
No. - s 10—, nocountgof - _); that the child was related to mo by blood or marrlage
as my. before adoption; that the sdoption by me was for the child's benefit; that the child was not adopted by
mb to secure any personal or pecunlary advantage, clther in the way of Increase In my pay or allosvances, or otherwize; that the child
13 now reslding with__ related to me by blood or marriage as my——___nand related to

thochildas_______; that the child is not possessed of property or income adequato of his or her support; that the child Js not !
{ho benefielaty, either directly or through others, of aay trust or estato catitling the child to income adequate for his or her support
and education; that T actually and necessarily conttibute from my own personal funds § each month solely for the eare,
maintenancs, support, and education of the eald child. 3 = ¢ IRIL I o ST

(d) STATEMENT OF BERVICH POR LONGEVITY cRebit (Item 15) : . :
1 Cenvry that I have held a commisston] appdintment ae’commissioned warrant offieer, warrant officer, flight officer, or arm field elerk}
or have been enlisted 23 & member of tha respective service(s) shown below for tho inclusive perfods indfoated. 1 Forraoz CEnTipy tha!
211 National Guard earvice claimed hereon was federslly recognized; that It was not in the inaetive National Quard; that all oflicers
training eawop service was in the capacity of an enlisted man and that all initinl appointmenta are thown from tho date of acceptanca.

- =

" ERRVIOE OB COMPONENT FROM— TO— AERVICE OR COMPONENT FROM~— TO—
Aug=Enl : 24 Moy 42 1 29 fug. 43 -
o AuguCorm, 30 Aug. 431 dato '

(¢) Fixivo pav {Aeronautical rating) (Item 18) Al i W A >
" 1 Cuprivy that I bold an acronautical rating as. : that during the period for which aviation pay is claimed on

»

this vouchez I by orders of competent authority, required to participate regularly and frequently in aerial flighta; and, in conse-
queoee of 8 4 Idid pl!ﬂuipr:u in ngulnr A’\'nd requont fﬁghh, while in & duty status, suficlent {to ugg’i the requirements
of Executive Order No. 0105, 7 July 1942 (AL 85-1480), “iti72  © s ; ¢ +

(!)P‘z.nxnnr‘.va:‘ﬂy{ oficer) (Item 1B) .~ <« .- T o0 :
1Cenriry during l'ﬁ. period for which aviation payis claimed on {this voucher T was; by orders of competent suthority, required to par-
ticipato regularly and frequently o acrial fiights as o nonflying officer; end, in consequence of such ordors, I did cipato in regular
and frequent ta, while in s duty status, sulficient 1o meot the requiraments of Executive Order No. 9108, 7 July 1042 (AR 35-1480).

(g) Panicuorn oty ([tem £0) - ' i
I Crnmiry that, during the from 10, to. .10 1 was not In o flying pay
* giatus; that parschuta jum wos an essential part of my m]llur%‘;iuty; that I held n rating a3 a parachutist or was undergoing
training for such rating; nng that 1 was engaged upon duy designated by tho Sccretary of War as parachute duty. | . *
() Mysteama-our paY (liem 91) (Strike oul the.inlicized words if fnapplicablo) . - .
¥¥ § Cenriry that T am a member of the armed forces and have been engsged in actlvo service In tho present war; that T am being dfe- |
eharged op pelieved from aetive service under honorable conditions; that I have not heretafore recelved a mustcering-out fﬂym‘:nk under the
Mustering-Out Payment Act of 1044; thal I performed aclive aerpica for aticass 60 days;that I served oulride the conts limils of the Uniled
Staten or in Alaska; and that I do not fall wlmnny of the claeses of persons to whom payment s prohibited by soction I (b) of said act.
() RENTAL ALLOWAKRCES ([lem 2«3 ! ;
1 Ceurrry that, during the period for which rental nllownned fg clalmed on this voucher, I was not asslgned adequate quatters at %
permapent n; i without dependents, [ was not on field or sea duty; If with. depem!enh‘, 1 did not ow:n&v with them any pul
- guarters ssalgmed fo me without charge af any station, nor did any of n occupy publio quarters nssigned to them or to any other
officer oz his dependents, except for bona fide soclal visits, or recelvo n monctary allowance in Heu thercof. ! >

[0)) ?monm YOR DUTY AT PRESENT GTATION AND STATEMENT OF TRAVEL (1]lm lb? ; ! ; gy >
. Cenrtivy that the wing statcment of travel wna porfm;l’ncdfln ?.olnégl with orders attached and is correet; that pnymeﬂ
\ as furniah

fo
therefor has not been recelved;.and that no transportation by the Unlted States, clther in kind or on Governma
,!-rqmggmtlon request, except as § - - v,
- d duty, at pres. sla, per par.. L0196 - HQ.Xirtland Fld.dated 12 S0D. &¥dat ‘on
Ordored home per par. 8.0, . WqQ. - dated : rec’d at. L__on
. o Bratesmer or TaAVAL FALTONKED (1o be Alisd 1o by brovelr) TR 'doxmnuoxz‘vm‘}um"i;b “(_’L:zb-imdhbyu :
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"SPECIAL ORDIRS ) i 7 HEADQUARTERS, KIRTLAMD FIEID
8 Albuquerque, New lexico

3 & | e
NUMEER,. 1@ L e 12 Sept 45 2 O
/ / EXTRALCT s
,4;@,%./ ~ Zru

v
CLET (1093) NEUDCRFER, JOHN A O 730 155 AC White RES MCO 00.$S% 2d AF
T / 237th i4F BU (C6TS (VH)) Sq E) io reld of all further asgmt and dy this ata
and 18 asgd end WP Separation Center, Ft Lewis, Vash, ofa 25 Sept 45, reporting
to the CO thereat 28 Sept 45 for the purplse -of being relieved fr active dy under
provisions of WD RR 1-5, JR 35-4820 will apply. Off furn adeguate qrs this sta,
T0 vill furn nec T. FPGS. TDN. 601-31 P 431-02-03-07-08 A 212/60425 8 S$5=599,
«uths 24 AF Reg 352, 11 /pr 44; THK 2d LF GQ 4062, 18 /ug 45 and TVX 2d LF GQ
4553, 20 lug 45, Olearance - TiX SPLPK 3866 8 SvC, Dallas, Texas, 9 Sept 45.
Lepgal eddress: 2711 West Hartson Lve., Spokane, Wash, EDCIR 28 Sapt /3,

6, Fol officerslC White 24 LF 237th /.F BU (COTS (VH)) this sta are reld
of all further asgmt and dy this sta and are asgd and WP Separation Center, Ft
Lewis, Vssh, o/a 16 Sept 45, reporting to the CO thereat 24=5%%P for the pur-
pose of being relieved fr amctive dy under provisions of (P AR
will apply. Os not furn adequate qrs this sta, TPL, FCS,STBN601-31 P 431-02-
03-07-08 1. 212/60425 8 95-5S5, dJutht 24 LF Reg 35-2, 11 Lpr 44; TVX 24 LF GQ
83VC, Dallas, Texas, $ Sept 45 EDGME 24 Gept 45,

RANK LIE 1SN : LEGAL /DDRESS
o] o) sQ CONP,
MLT +LLN L BLUM 0 258 020 740 35th Lve, Seattle 22,iash,
4010 65,002 D RES
LPT D.RWIN K CIRPENTER 0 428 806 3604 S E Oak St,Portland,Oregon
1053 00,999 E RC
C.PT LERWYN E HORNSHUH 0 650 091 Rte 3 Box 155, Oregon City,
_10%3 05,810 E e Oregon
f”’é’?ﬂ RIIPR Z RUDE T 689 35 Box 182, Oak Crove, Oregon
SO o |=L MESSMNI o'o S.c1= < MU ¢ o &
1ST LT IV.N M DUNCLN 0 730 093 Burno, Oregon
1093 35.310 E RES .
2D LT MELBOUENE B DLVIS 0 651 473 % R. W, Taylor, Klamath, igency
6402 344952 L Yais) Oregon

BY (RDER OF COLONEL KURTZ:
DLLE E TETTERINGTON

1ST LT, 4G
OFFICILL: i % e Jdjutant
el RIS i P :
7/ /JOHH 7 TUTSK
. cl‘tPT’ 1-0

s / lLosistant Adjutant
DISTRIBUTION "B"
Plus 8 = CO; WD Sep Ctr, Pt Leowls, Wash,(iirmail) 2 PO
1 - 4GO (Officers Branch) (LPO) Washington, D, C,

~ RESTRICTED

e L PRI ——— R it oS e i e e A et
\

: "
g}lc"’gé? RESTRICTLD




SFSCLL ORIERS
KULEER 233

RIS

1
is
- 2t

EXIRa

TRICTED

R s
BN SHSVILG 10703

LA aH SoRVICH Cuvaad
}{E.'.D:U.JIT.RS, S_Pult. 110N CLdliifn
FCRT LIS, u.CHINGTON

3C Suptembar 1945

G

11, Tho following named offlccrs P ta thoir horus as indlentud so an to
arrive -thoreat on daties Indicaved at wvhich time Os arc grantud terainal lv as

indicatod,

DP Cs vill be »old

ifr .D ¢n cat

Gotep: Og will revert to ond inactive etatua,

in forcu fer thv perioed of thu
unices socncr terminated DP,

.8 indicsted ot midnight of which

Tump wprata in LUS
rruaunt »murbx.ncy :.n:i for six months thercaftor
Adicf fr .D ds not by reason of physicnl disa-

i1l esntinua

Lility. Os will be furnishud D .GO form 53-’)1;. Os vill be cercicd on Sup
b-.n gén until dete of ruliui‘ fr 4D, IDN PCS 1P, 601-32 P 431-L1-L2-C3-07-02
4,25,
Date of iuld fr
lioy —arr Rogm v _.D  suthority

1LJ JRVID 2123 5th 8t 1l Oct 2 wonthe 7 D.c Rit 1-5
‘. +NLES0N, Branurton, L5 6 days 45
0428769, 10 n,

14.dJ BRUCE “#Portlond, 1 Cct 4 months 1 Fcb RR 1-5
D. JOKZS, Ora. L5 16
£391918,CE 3

C.PT, 1ZRMI Qt 3,Box 155 1 Oct L days 6 Oct It 1-5
E. HORiGHUH, Orcpgon City, 45 L5
0690091, .C Orc.

C.PT. NOY 4727 leke . 1 0ct 1 month 15 Nov - RR 1-5
Ne RN tachinston Mvd 45 14 dnys 45
C916865,CRD Scatile, \n,

CAPT. RILPH #Portlond, 10ct 17 doya 18 Oct Ri 1-5
s+ FULE, Orc. . L5 L5
06£9358,iC

C.PT. FRZDERIC 1,302 26th 1 Oct 2 monthae 4 Ike RiL 1-5
KiFFER, . Bt,8poltznu, ks 3 days 45 .
GL300048, INF i,

18T LT 1..CK 85 John 2 Oct 2 months 9 Dee RE 1-5
V. HIIL, Doy, Oregon L5 7 doys L5
0725150 54,0

187 LT ROLZRT 11 Ionddvorth 11 Qut 5 deys 16 Qot RR 1=5
L. L&.COCK, Pl,, Lobstur ho 45
0867306, 40 Grevee, lo.

15T LT PoLs 336 0k Gt 1 0Oct 1 sonth 13 Lov gt 1-5
D. V.l LUSDELL JR,Salus, Cro, K517 duys L5
0732408, 0C

13T LT JOL &, . =8<iProslde 13 0ct 2. days 3 liev RR 1-5
12 ToN, Tuxas L5 (%] %
016#9564,5IG §ohon

15T LT DOUGLAS 6717 34ih 10t 1month 27 Nov RR 1-5
e BCOIN, 107 Scatide, L5 26 deys L5 s
0006957,»0 i n,, A

18T LLLTR Kicldtat, 1 OctA 2 ioontha 22 Dee  Hit 1-5
. RILSS, tn. L5 21 doys L5
07214071,..(1

Z0D LT LEOH.ED 6210 35th .ve 1 Oet C deya 9 ot HR 1-5
do KMMTDY, I, Scatile, 45 : W5
0639520,..0 iin, N e e

—

-t R

10
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RESTRICTZISD
Par 11, 50 233, dtd 30 Scp 45 (Continucd)

_aD anthordty
1 Cet it 1=5

Y et IR 15

30 Cet  dR 1-5

Date of Rld Fr
Homo orr Tern Lv
I’.D LT HOWLFD 7817 X Ven 1 oct —————
5, HLITER, Houton, b5 L5
02099516, . :Port..'l».’u;.d,v Oro i pegad
20 LT GWMST  702.f Park ttr., 1 Cct 8 days
L. HUXR, Prsco, hish L5 L5
02082699, 4G
13T 1T JOHN # .shlend, Cre 2 Cct 28 days
. FOUSYTIS, : L5 L5

0673134, #C

1ST LT HUGH §. 219 Gepphire St, 6 Oct 19 days
DUNLAP, Belboa Islend, Cal, 45
06588179, #0 % P.0.Box 923. :

15T LT BODERT 17033 12th «ve 5, 1 Oct 29 days
L. SCHuck, Suatilu, 4, Wn 45
0757302, AC

2D LT JuRiY C. 46 lople Str,, 12 Oct 14 days
WOLSSIER, Tiffin, Ohio LS
02066753, AC

FOR M.ILTIG PULPOSLS ONLY:

. # 3707 Victor ive., Ocklung, Cal.
2t Box 182, O:k,Grovo, Oru.
1 Box 611, Caico, Colifornia
#1520 Ldrosu Jves, Apb 40k, sgmat.’w, 22, “lsi.
## Box 587, Heppnur, Ora,

BY ORDIR OF LT COL T«YLQii:

25 Oct MR 1~5
b :

30 Oct IR 1~
45

26 Oct M 1-5

CFFICL.L: : ; Ludle Le PallY,

o8t add.
DISTRIBUTION:

TaG (.ttn: :,mo-si.
TaG (.btn: SIUPO-/AC).
Tal sf‘atm SPRPC~ii) o
CG 95C (aSE=IPD). & .
G 83C (.5B-1PD). . .
CG 7sC .SB-IZPD;. ‘.
OG 55C (iSB~IPD)s « «
CG sF (Cloas & Scp Br
Chadef of Snpincors. .
" Coduf of Ordnanco , .
CG oGF {DWF)e o o o «
Chicf Signal Officer.
off Br Scp Cunter o &
Fin See Sup Cuntor .
/R Sge Scp Cuntuer
Files {,mc). b s
Files (.dj Sup Center)i.
s 0££ Conccrnod (6). «
030 Sup Cunbere » o o o o
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Instrument Check passed in accfrdance with AAF Regulati~n 50-3
date, 13 November 1943, PAUL K. BIAIR, Captain, Air COrps.
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(S)PERS. CLASS__18  (8)BRANCH_Air Corps (7)STATION ___APO# 520 U.S. ARMY
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GhOUP DETACHMENT
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8/23/23, 10:35 AM

https://449th.com/rude-crew/

Rude Crew | 449th Bomb Group

Front Row (L to R): Mallory (B); Neipling (N); Sylvester (CP); Rude (P). Back Row
(L to R): Anderson; Elsea (BG); Foushee; Cook; Esparza; Ocskowski

RUDE, Ralph A, Pilot

SYLVESTER, Arthur S., Co-Pilot

MALLORY, Galon H., Bombardier

NEIPLING, Joseph E., Navigator

FOUSHEE, Earl G, FIt/Eng, Top Turett

COOK, William J, Radio/Op

ESPARZA, SR, Joseph ., Top Gunner

OCZKOWSKI, Walter J, Tail Gunner

ELSEA, Henry O, Ball

ANDERSON, Jesse D, Nose Gunner — POW 13 Oct 44 Mealey

T19TH SQUADRON

David Councill was the original C.O. from July ‘43 to 8
December '43 when he and his crew were lost during the
movement overseas. Most of the 719th officer and NCO staff
were among the 14 men lost aboard Councill’s aircraft. This
placed the 719th in dire straits in January ’44. Arthur B. Swan
took over as C.O. and began sorting things out in January '44.
He served as the C. O. until he received a serious combat

wound on 23 April ‘44. Charles E. Harton from the 717th

43
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8/23/23, 10:35 AM

https://449th.com/rude-crew/

Rude Crew | 449th Bomb Group

Squadron was
selected to be the
acting commander
until Art Swan could
reassume the
position. When
Swan was promoted
to higher echelon,
Harton continued as
the acting C.O. until
July ‘44, Harold R.
Loughran, a lead
crew pilot from the 717th became the 719th C.O. in July ‘44
and remained through September '44. In September ‘44,

William Allen became the C.O. and remained so until May ‘45.

41-28864

Flown overseas by Rude’s crew from Topeka, KS, arriving in
449th on 12 April '44. Sent to Gioia Depot in the Fall of '44.

PICTURES OF SALTY DOG

44
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8/23/23, 10:35 AM Rude Crew | 449th Bomb Group

Search

SUBSCRIBE!

Sign up for LatePass 449th Newsletter A

Stay in the know! Receive our newsletters and any importantinformation via

email. It's FREE!
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719TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADH 4 (H) EPM/BHR
! OFFICE OF THE OPERATIONS OFF I CER
+ A;POOD n520 . Us8e ARMY

7 SEPTEMBER 19l

SUBJECT i OPERATIONAL PERFORMANGE RECORD
" To P WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

FOLLOWING 1S THE OPERAT]ONAL PERFORMANCE RECORD CONCERN| NG ﬁ
CAPT, RALPH A,/RUDE, ASN 0-689358, PILOT As PERFORMED THIS STAT|ON ;
.AND HELD ON RECORD TH)§ HEADQUARTERS 3 , |

{

- Miss.NO, TIME  DESTINATION | _DAYE
L 235 soOFia, BULGARI A li=17=
‘ Lg 635 TREVISO M/Y, |TALY . ‘ Li=20=});
- L9 (pousLe) 8320 SCHWECHAT A/C FCTY,, AUSTRIA l~23=)];
S S €100 ORBETELLO, 1TALY s et li=28=) )
53 8:00  ALLESSANDAIA M/Y, ITALY L-30<L); ;
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60 . 6420 ORBETELLO, |TALY ouiT<lly
61 15 BELGRADE, ~YUGQSLAV| A - 5= ~ﬁﬁ |
62 35 LA SPEZ1A, ITALY AR ¢ Be19e B i
6l 2340 GROTTAFERRATA, |TALY = gva5=ly —
65 (DOUBLE) gxhs WE!NER—NEUSTADTfA/b FCTYe, AUSTRIA - H=2 uﬁ& '
67 $30 VAR R.R, BRIDGE, FRANCE 526
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R I i e 1 130 { NCt

N2 bondi ot 7100 aEnoa {uN POSITIO
118 (DousLe) &,z ' VIENNA=LJBAU O1L B
182 7l 6130 FgRaran RAILROAD BR

126 v b1 witRovio RATLROAD -
12 . 390 CAPRIJO RAILROAD g O~L
128 /- 190 TRENTO /Y, |TALy 9-2-&&

130 1 #1000 Leskovac) YUuGoSLAvIA - 9~ 6~L)
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HEADQUARTERS 449TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)

v

APO 520, U S Army

MISSION ORDERS )
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21 April 1944,

Crews of the following aircraft will be credited with one
(1) sortie for operational mission 48 performed 20 April 1944,.,%

-716th Sq
55

35

Silverstein(N)

717th Sq

Marten (N) %775

53 Kennelly(N) 45 Wiemer (N) 28
54 Hanley (N) 34 Scroggs(N) 30
51 Isgrigg (N) 46 Samuelson(N) 27
56 Dacey (W) 39 Lawrence (N) 23
48 Messenger{l) 41 Korton (N) 21
59 Goad (E) iy
57 Foote () : 26
6) 31

¢ ‘ 25

o

Webb (N)

718th Sq

Gent (E) 4
CarterHM(E) 8
14
CarterDA(E) 6
McLeod (E) 1
Rouse (E) 4
Silvers(E) 16
Harper (N) 11
Kirkland(E) 3
Staley (N)

Ry order of Lieutenant Colonel CGENT:

DISTRIBUTION:

1l ea Sq Opns
1l Stat O
1l File

Va

I

+&Fs ( : W
WILLIAM A,

Major, Air
Operations

719th Sq

Easters(N)
Harton(N)
Gelsel(N)
Liddycoat(N)

Widness (N)

Fergus (IN)
Davis (N)
Rude (N)
Blomgren(N)

o

C ¢
TOPE,
Corps,
Officer

#This order subject to cancellation by higher Headquarters,

]

1

4 o /, ;}':7;?{
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SECRET_ b

HEADQUARTERS 449TH SOMBARDEENT OROUP (H) USA4F
AP0 580, U S Army

20 Aoril 1944

ATTACKE SHEET

ie ?ﬁ?&ﬁg - i’&&ﬁg&m

£ Initiel point -~ Hone.

3. Intsrvelometer setiling - 70 feet.

4. Approach altitude = 21100 feet.

5., DBoumbing altitude - 21100 feek.

&, DBoubing speed - 160,

T« Autopilot or PDI -~ Pethfinder bombing.

B8, ¥ethod of sighting ~ Pathfinder.

9., Rally direction - Left.

10.  Fendezvous tive and plsce = Hendezvous at Handuris at 10438,
1l.  Course to target - As briefed.

l2, Heturn course = iAs briefed,

13. Cruising speed - 165,

14, Point of €linb - 3an Vito 41 Yormanni, speed of cird 140,
15, Position in wing « Cruising lst Gp lst Wave, Bombing lat Gp

lst dave.
16, Target Tinme - 1387B. e
17. Omitied., =

18, Length of bomb run in seconds = 120.
19, ‘dumber of bombs salvoed on target - HNone,

CRUISING FORMATION _ ATTACK FORMATION

Same a8 shown on briefing shest minus two plenes.

WEATEER DATA
- .

Over southern Italy 2/10 altocumulus at 10000%, with 1/10
rulus sleng coast line tops at 3000'. Visibility 15 wmiles
hage. Hear Spur no clouds whatscever but still hagy thru
all levels, over central Adriatic ncar 42605, low stratus observed
to west near Itelian coast. lNear 4320 over centrsl Adriatic be-
gan running into s deck of middle clouds &t 10000', Thie deek ine-
sreased northward. At 4430% 3/10 altocumulus at 10000%, Over
Trevisc & large (50 mile) patch of alticumulus forming an overcast
at 10000', Ne«r Chioggis there were only 4/10 st this deck. Vaper
trails in this area persisted nesr 25000', On return hesvy banks
of clouds were observed over ooth Yugoslav end Itallan cossts but
only iightly scattered cumulus gver water. Temperstures: 000!

0° ¢, 11800' =8° ¢, 13000' -8° C, 18000' <147 ¢, 19000' =200 C,

B %o esvasive sction taken to savold weather,

¢. GCompletely undercast over target,

Inecl 2 k& §2§}§1§1§:§
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BEADQUARTERS 440TH 30MRARDEENT aROUP {B) vsaap
APO 520, U £ Army ;

20 April l%iér

Target - Treviso ¥/Y.

initisl Point - Rallrosd Junetion (45408 1185E).
Intervaloneter Setting - 70 feet.

Approach altitude « 21500,

Borbing sltitude - 21800,

Eombing speed -« 160,

Autopilot or PDI - PDI.

fumber and type bombs per ship (with fuse settinge) - 10,

- 5001 GP bombs with .1 and .025 fusing.
- kKethod of sighting

; - Lead bombardlers sight for nourse and
rate and all other bombardiers drop on box lesaders.

10, Rally direction - Right.
11, Hendegvous time and place - Manduria at 0944,
1Z2. Course to target = Mandurls to San Vite ai Hormarni to
44000 1400E to Plove to IP %o Targeb.
13, Return course - Target to 4500 13008 ‘o Base. :
14, Crulsing Speed - 180, "
15. FPeslition in winge-cruilsing lat Op lst Wave, bombing lst Op
lst dYave, _ ) A
it. Polint of climb - San Vito 41 Sormannil, speed of climbh - 160,
17. fderget time - 12168, ,
i8, Omitted.
CRUISIRG FORMATION ATTACK FORMATION
¥ .
T I

T . ;

F . ¥ 2 T 7 Same as Crulsing

g 7

% : 4 C

T 9 T 7

T

T T T

T 2 . S

Inel 1 SECEETD
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2. Times: Briefing - 0630 , - 5
Stations i 0720 d\:'\"
- Start Eng- 0820 s -
. Taxi out - 0830 /M;(.g b ‘
- Rendezvous - 0944 at oOOO over manauria Wlth 450th., 449th
is wing lead. Wing rendy I{ne " Manduria to San Vito Di.
3G Normanni. Fighters wx;l rendy before Key Begint. as
3., Route: FRQOM TIM@ UL DIST ALTITUDE
Manduria 0944 12 18 6000
San Vito 0950 321 299
Key Point (4400N 1400E) 1128 312 132 17000
Piove (4517N 1202E) 350 27
IP 4540N 1155E 92 16
Target P 1225 141 5¢ 21500
4500N 1300 : 144 580,
- ~ Base
- _-Secondary: Any. actlvi N/Y in North Italy except. Florence
~ o and dimin 5 T
g?é M:l// /EC}*——‘ & 77 ;V‘Q;ifé? ‘C}Lf;.,,éi;
4, -Target iime - 1225B AL W1 Enn0EnS —_—
" Bembing altlitude: A Unit -,21500, B Unit,~ 22000, C.Unit - 210004,
5. Rally - Right., WNorth of Venice.
6. Alternate Landing Field - Amendola.
7. Communicaticnsy VEI - Channel "3"

Command = 5190 for interpléane and tower,

GROUP
449
450

- 376

ool 98

Néées: by

2.

“Taxi slowly,and p3/ay

CALLSIGN Pt
Lacework One .
Lacework Two-
Lacework Three
Lacework -Four

Fighters = Tankstop°

@ F3
D5 €

at least 30 minutes before IP°

Lead navigator must plen to nit bombing

FLARE ALDIS LETTER
FTIDL wan
“HG
4 GG : "t =

altitude

Followmng dog leg on route out will be executed to allow closure of wing

formation:

degrees right for two mlnutes, then turn 60 degrees left

then 30 degrees right on course to Yey Point,
consist of groups echelon

left in waves.

On course from San Vito Di Normanni for 15 ﬁinutes, turn 30

for two minutes,

’ﬁing route formation will
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8 B-g +i0gEiA bos FERGUS
GEISEL 2

< TN % RUBE "' ° DAVIS®
BEBBYCOAT 07 A :oly§ldls goldigg

. C=1

SILV RSTEIﬁ ‘L:’ _
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MISSION 48 ° 20 ril 1944 For F/ 3.
Ap Pilot Time Time

1 775 Gent 0940 /0%

2 28. Carter 0940% Njé_;

3 B30 @ebb 0941 i

4 27. Carter,D.A.0942 /6%

8 &o, McLeod 0942 1605

6 21 Rouse 0943 1607

7 17 Silvers 0944 /600

8 26 Harper 0944 1601

9 31 Kirkland 0945 1607 , ‘

10% MeInvale 0945  1304ER% a0 #3 Jpe Kiak

11 40 Anderson 0946 1108ER* 77 Co=Pilot had attack of Sinus.

12 35 Marten 0946 1559

13 256° Staley 0947 1605

14 4  Easters 0948 /b0t

15 8  Harton 0948 /07

16 14 Ceisel 0949  /L03

17 6 Liddycoat 0950  /¢/3

18 [} Widness 0980 ot

19 M. Fergus 0951 /U0

20 16 Davis 0952 160§

21 11 BRude 0953 /607

22 45  Welmer 0953 1610

23 34 Scroggs 0954 ey

24 46 Samuelson 0955 il .

25 55 Silverstein0955  /G/Y

26 53 Kennelly 0956 /645

27 54 Hanley ogs7 /413

28 Bl Bagrigg 0958 - ‘614

29 56 Dacey 0958 16 2.9

30 48 Messenger 0959 /676

31 (59% Goad 0959 /617

52 Roberts 1000 1125ER 0il Rocker < b

33 39 Lawrence 1000 fet

34 41  lorton 1001 1619

35743) Wiles 1002 1031ER Gas Leak ¥

36 | Blomgren 1003  /¢/7.

37 57  Foote 1024 1613

42— Sess—(Atr-Disc—officer)

56



N

U.3. RESTRICTED EQUAL

n
W8]
By
(el
L)
=4
)
8]
=)
e (s
th 3
=
o
(W]
(@]
]
tx
o

DATLY OPERATICNS REPORT
SCOR FORM 34

DESICNATION OF UNIT: _449%th. Bombardment Group

- SQUADRONS INCLUDED IN THIS REPORT: 716th., 717%he;718th, , 719th.

1. a. 24-Hr. Period Ending 2000 Hrs. 80 A} 1944 b.Mission Nok

2+ 2, Number and Type of 4/C Airborndi Time of Take-of it

1E80 Time over target 33%?'
{be No. &/C notreaching enemy lines (Treason) 5

For XIT Be 2 i. ©i1 lsak, 2. Coejilot simus sttesk,

: 8. _

end- Xt L5E
only

cs NO. A/C crossing enemy I1Ines But faTling to
attack (indicite reason) i§ Teather bl

L

9 Jettisons§ ke boubs besk,
For XII Ftr(de No. 4/C mot compieting mission (indlcate reason)
Command  ( : :
- 4 (

6. TARGET: a. Name and Location #%

be Pinpoint or Precise Aiming Polnt :
4o MISSION: - as  Type i &

340000 2030 510
b. Escorted by 12 peiT's c. Escoeting ™ :
(Unly, No. & Type A/C) (Unlt, No. & Typs £ O)

d. (For Fighter Bombers Only)
No, of A/C carrying bombs Duty of A/C carrying no bombs

5i ENEMY RESISTANCE: TYPE INTENSITY ACCURACY
Be A/A Over Target Hosby o oL : Travewats
: 3."’A/A'Enroute - ey eersete

‘e No. & Type E/A Encountered (indicate where)

6, WEATHER: (Over Targe thmpdets oversustn,, . 1/10-4/10

7. ALTITUDE AND RANGE OF ATTACK 21208 by 189

8, TOTAL FLYING HOURS: (to nearest five minutesios s

9 AMMUNITION:  Rounds Rounds Rounds Lost on Missing
: Caliber = Carried Expended and Destroyed L/C
S50  36e000 Lel30 o
10+ BOMBS, TORPEDOS, DEPTH CHARGES AND PYROTECHNICS:
e e ‘Number Nuniber Lest on Missing gy

Type Fusing Carried Expended Jeftisoned and Destr. 4/C

s et

Jbo




1.
2e

6.

4.

54

e

e

104

2+ 24-Hr. Perlod Ending 2000 Ers. 20 Aped) 1944 b.Mission NolB
as Number and Type of 4/C iirborndgé  Time of Take-of 0540

Time of Landing il Time over target
{be No. & notreachlng enemy lines. (regsoﬂ? 5
de 031 leak, = Co=j , alnud sttesh, L

WA‘C cﬁussing enemy lines but failing to
attack (inaliite reason)i%ﬁﬁﬁﬁw%’mw

For XI1 EBec (C
and XIT 230(
only (

dop XTT Ftr(d. No. 4A/C not completing mission {indicate reason)
Command = :

(
TARGET: &a. Name and Location_

b ?inpoint or Precise Alming Point iy

MISSION: a.

be Escorted by MM?% B Escoeting

o (Unit{], No. & Type A/C) (Unit, No. & Type & )
d. (For Fighter Bombers Only)

~  No. of A/C earrying bombs Duty of A/C carrying no bombs

ENEMY RESISTANCE: TYPE INTENSITY ACCURACY
8+ A/A Over Tarpgot Heal : Inansuwste
"4/h Enroute fanvy Jassesals -

ce No. & Type E/A Encountered (indicate where)

WEATHER (Over Targe timplets oversustn, . o 1104710

ALTITUDE AND RANGE OF ATTACK 230208 by 169

TOTAL FLYING HOURS: (to nearest five minutesdoe 45

AMMUNITION: Rounds Rounds Rounds Lost on Missing
Caliber Oarried Expended and Destroved L/LC
ﬁﬁ‘ S o %‘Gﬁﬁ
BOMBS TORPEDOS DEPTH CHARGES AND PYROTECHNICS:
N“mbof Nunber Lest on Missing
Type Fusing Oarried  Expended Jettisoned and Destr. 4/C

: 3@0
5000 or Jd&.5 W

§0

U.S. RESTRICTED EQUALS BRITISH RESTRICTED
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TAMPMRIYNTMETY FD1? . M ITTINE W\t i) >
U.Ss RESTRICTED EQU\ o BRllliol HESITHIGIED

& o, i =
11, VICTORIES YWndicate gun- position credfved with victory, not
: : individuals nome; -

s.Destroyed = Credit b. Provable - Credit ¢. Damsged

‘ amged
- 12, Own AIRCRAFT LOSSES: Destroyed Missing Cit. I Cab., 2
‘v . (on Combat Misslon)

a. By enemy acction

(indicate cause) - e
b. Not by enemy actions

(indicate cause) Hons
c» Returned from Missing Reported Missing on Mission #

(date
15. CREW CASUALTIES: : - :
as Specialty Crew Position (K;MIA,SW,or ) Cause
ﬁﬁ&

B Returnpd, previously Reported Missing:
~ Specialty Crew Position Reported kissing on iounded?
4 s Mission No. & date (SW or LW)
oo

140 "Short Nerrotive, including Results, Siéhtlngs, and Facts of

Interest: 37 seft took off %o boud Treviso ecause o @
pateh of altiowmulus {50 miles) over Trevise, el
wert by one s%&igw Thelead ship bombod Pedus m"ﬁ“ %;;c 3:’?%’ m@ 13 swm
on the leed, 2 seft bombed metre, 1 actt on a m of seell eralt, § seft
%i‘%‘i casl and fireturned bube to %:Mﬁ ﬁﬁ#&&i : 831 early returne,
Svedis for 16 offuctive snd 15 non-effective Scrtiee olained,

15. Any other Alrcraft Losses (destroyed on the ground on Trein-~
ing Flights, etc. Explain)

' 16. Has Weekly Letter of "Remarks and Recommendations", as of Sat,

2000 hours, been forwarded tlrough channels?

. 17. CONSUMPTION TABLE, week ending

(To be submitted oan cach uatuvaav of 2000 heurs. Include
expenditures feop alll purooses )

a. Total Hours Flown b. Total Gas Coﬁsumed

6+ No. & Type of Long Range Tanks Jettisoned, Lost or

Destroyed.
d. BOMBS, TORP., D« C., BYRO €. AMMUNITION
Type Number Caliber Rounds

?i 3* @}gﬁ“ gg'
Z:%ﬂ %g' «&s;’ @@@%

e (Signature of- Commanding Oiilcer)
Uede RESTRUCTED BOUALS {BRITISH RESTRICTED - -



b. Not by enemy actions
(indicate cause)

6« Réturned from.?1351ng RepOrted Missing on hission #

= (da’bc
13. OREW CASUALTIES: : ;
‘a. Specialty Crew Position (Y uIA ,SW,or L) Cause

b. Beturned, previously Reported Missings
Speclalty Crew Position Reporbted liissing on  liounded?
et Mission No. & date (SW or ILW)
Teme

14, Sport Narratlve, inclunding Results, Siéhtlngs, and Facts of

Interest: 7 aeft Sook off %o boub W {« Bosaups of & lerge
peteh of albiousulos ij@,m&iﬁ@ ovey Treviso, b %ﬁ vere Bot &%@@@ﬁﬁ bere
exoupt by one ship, Thelead ﬁﬁ%?%ﬁﬁb#i:ﬁé%?‘wgg#igﬁ?gﬁﬁ iﬁﬁ@@%ﬁ b

- the leed, %ﬂﬂﬁ%fh@§Mﬁ:¥H@§g$§ %ﬁxﬁ%:aa azﬁhwﬂ;ﬁf ﬁ&&giﬁﬁﬁéﬁu $§£t :

%ﬁﬁ’ﬁw?ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁgﬁﬁ xgﬁmmaﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁﬁae

15, Any other Alrcraft Losses (destroyed on the gr@und,‘on Train-
ing Flights, etc. Explain) ;

’

16, Has Weekly Letter of "Remarks and Recommendations", ase-of Sat,
2000 hours, been forwdrded t;rounh ghanneiss

. 17. CONSUNMPTION TABLE, week ending

(To be submitted only each Saturday of 2000 hours. Include
expenditures for all purposes.)

gy o gee - ouTs Flown e Tota “Gos Coﬁsumed

—

c. No., & Type of Long Range Tanks dJdettisoned, Lost or

Destroyed.
d. BONMBS, TORP., D. C., PE Ry €. AMMUNITION
Type Number Caliber Rounds

HGHA® I, 0BT, M.
it Gola, %$p§gﬁﬁﬁ

== (Signature of- Commanding Oificer)
.S, RﬁSTRUCTED BOUALS ‘BRITISY RESTRICTED -
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. ﬁﬂ!fiﬁ&iilt& ~

WDGUARTERE BRTH BASADIENT G o (B)
TAFO 58D U S srey b/asfr /eed

20 April 1944

BISCICH: 90 Apedl 204h < TFEVISO WY

ﬁﬁ»&% &, fﬁ, & ' took off &% 0540 - m bowrs %o bemb T IVIN0 WY,
’i%mmeaﬁ?;mh&é&wmméﬁ ensing, o hed s oil lime
lesk in 7 sugine snd the other soip retrned beosuse $he Coeillet wss 311,
Jgather over the arge? wes lﬁ?’i& ww but 1l dropped 27.75 temm of 00
ﬁ bombs with .1 ssé 005 fuseing fros 13@5 to 1336 hours st %;*5@ £t
Pppeé 10 toms on PADUL, 2 over HISTRE dropped 5 toms, ome dropped 5} toms
v s fleet of seettaved mwall boats 10 a&i% eBst of G106, % ¥
igmsasmmm? Jettisoned 22,75 tome in the Ses,
buse sbout 1813 hours, Zome wers lost and noms swe st friendly ﬁeﬁ;.

efore the %@ mi&% ﬁﬁé g@m cover over ‘E&% terget sné upon withe

nite &w ﬁ# m. 8§18 boste o 8 m w@ mﬁw m
: i ﬁ 1& m m 0,000 £t un & heading

ensy Iighter interguplion, but oue crew 4id report whet
aﬁmzﬁusﬁgﬁ@tw&ﬁe%ﬁ%&z&mgsammmmwm
telle. inother orew reported they saw boubs dropring is the weter below then
mkwm¥M$&M§a@£§WW£g& fighters. They bed red noses
end bleek on the bellies whiiehk they 306k %0 be siiher wlly semks or bosd

Facke., They veported that about 1450 howrs wiile they were off 1he soset 2t

SOBXIPEEILILL

F
w ke :
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™ SOEZIRBNZiIAL

SFECIAL NABBATIVL REORT Ne. 48 (Continued)
HISSICls B0 April 19k ~ TEVIEO WY

ie Jieblsxs (Conbimued)

AECEDe flying 8t 10,000 £% these seme fighters weve fiyisns sbove them T to
10,000 £5. 4% Shie tise 1¥ boabs went Shrousbk & formstion of siz B.17°s
flging off st % o'eloek some distence froe ihis Urowp snd T or 3,000 7% below,
They eouid see thess bosbs i the alr and oleerved LEem it tbhe weler in &
sirouler getiern. o 'ite sere obperved in this altsck.

wer the target this Growp wpericuased hodwate, iRscewrels, isevy [lek.
Fowewer, it akoull be moted shet m wae heing uned 8% the time snl thers

, , ;emtg Tiak vus sleo reporisd
m FaiUh and &M&&&; ons htm;y 8t wﬁ Gliiae  initsnee, iBsscursis,

1. @me lerge ship dn the harbar st V. U0 that bed been bonbed Ly
%-1?*; todny with mesr misses. +.s0 70 asell boste iB the bay sl
SUGGis et 1250 boure Srum %1,%@ T, 4% 1053 houwrs from 21,500
ft i 5 m;u m Wt&é im herber aat ViRlLE, one of which wes

—
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7/ 9 == SQUADRON

MISSION NO ﬁ“f &

ATIRCRAFT LOADING LIST : L/~

See Reverse Side fer Instrustions. 7/ GF AGFT NO.
Tt will e *ths responsikility sf the Airplane Commender

te personally check &nl asocertain that gl ntormo d6p vontalned

hereon 1s agcurate :rd in accorcance wilth tInstructions® listed

on the reverse sile I thils Loading List.

. P oo 3
PILOT Ao ptli Ko -77

P&

0o PILOT:

NAVICATORA/E /54

BOMBARDIER /74 o4

&
25 g

NOSE GUNNERAZ

rLBSENGER

 TOP TURRETA PASSENGFR

BALL TURREI#&SL=aa Sfles .  PASDENGER

TATL TURRET S > &

I CERTIFY THAT I HAVE CHECKED THE ~BOVE PERSONNEL LIST
AND FOUND IT TO BE GGRRECT. I FURTEER CERTIFY THAT ALL MEMBERS
0F THE CREW HAVE PLARACHUTES READILY AVAILAELE AND ADJUSTED PROP~-
BRLY TN ACCORDANCE WITH LAF REG NO 60-5, AND THAT THE INTERPHONE
SYSTEM AND WARNINZ SYSTRMS ARE FUNCTIOWING PROPERLY AND THAT THE
CPERLATION OF THESE SYSTEMS IS UNDERSTOOD BY ALL CREW MEMBERS.

% % SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR INSTRUCTIONS #*

Gp Opns-Form No 10 (Revised 2/24/44
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INSTRUGTIONS

PILOT - Prior to teke-off, the following will be accomplished

l.

ENGINEER

GROUND CREW -

by the piict:

Perscnally check with each crew member to0 assure him-
self that all crew members and/or extra passengers
have interphone communication and fully understand the
eacrgenc signal and Rabandon Ship" proescdure,

AScepcain thant o parachute ig available, assigned and
fithed for each person moking the flight and that
2

ccupants arve familiar with the operation of parachute
equipment, P

Ascertain that occupants have knowledge of thé Oberethion

of emergency exits and theilr loc:tions,

4scertain that all erew members understand the function
and proper use of o0Xygen equipment and the precouticrn-

ary measures to be followed in rezard to movement apout
thewrairplans at high altitudes. Make SHuRe the b appfes

cient oxygen is abeara.

:“Eiéfiﬁg“ahﬁ”éﬁéﬁkfﬁgwOf“beﬁgﬁﬁﬁgi&igﬂdélégated to the
engineer who is responsible te the Pilot for Zecuracy.
The erginegrde aden o anonstnre that the cempleted
tevs e raed over to & reliable member ¢f the Ground

+..
Crew prio; take-coff.

L aoIRed

3

‘ned
to

The memier of the Ground Orew recelving the form
from the enginecr is charged with Hlling in Fime
perture e nesrest ascertainabile minute and

turning form in to Operations Office without aelay,

64
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HEADQUARTERS J49TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (E)
APO 520 U. S. ARMY

17 April 194

SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT No. 47:
MISSION: 17 April 194} - SOFIA /Y

I. CHRONOLOGY

37 B-24 G,H, and J's took off at 0906 = 0931 hours to bomb SOFIA M/Y,
T™wo returned early. Thirty-one dropped 47.2 tons 100 1lb. clustered bombs of
«1 and 01 fusing at 121/ - 1220 hours on the target. The early returns
brought back 3,2 tons. Four jettisoned 7.8 tons. None lost.

II. ROUTE AND ASSAULT

Rendy with 450th at MANDURIA at 0800 feet at 1019 Baker on course to
SAN VITO DI NORMANNI, continued on course to LAKE SCUTARI, to LESKOVAC to
the IP from which the target was attacked on an axis of 150 degrees true.
The rally was right and the course on return to base was substantially as
briefed. Esgort on route out was met at 1053 hours as briefed.

III RESULTS

Visual observations of results was good. Returning crews claimed the M/Y
was well hit. One aircraft attacked the NW M/Y and claimed hits on it. One
plane attacked a train, freight cars and some oil tenks, Two oil tanks were
hit and smoke shot up to 8000 feet. The attack was made from 2,000 feet
with 50 caliber MG and took place at 245 N - 2105 E. Bomb strike photos
show considerable smoke over the M/Y and disclose some bursts in SOFIA.
Fifty bursts appear in the railroad yard repair shops.

IV. ENEMY RESISTANCE

A, FIGHTERS
Six to ten enemy fighters were seen. Two were FW 190's. Four to
eight Me-109's were seen, Three Me 109's made one pass from the reer at this
formation, They attacked from down under the formetion and did not return.

B. FLAK
Mbderate, inaccurate, heavy flak, both barrege and aimed, was ex-
perienced at the target.

V. SIGNIFICANT OBSERVATICNS
A COMMUNICATIOLS

1. At }4105N - 2030E, 25 = 30 trucks in convoy were seen heading
in & NW direction.
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SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPCRT No. 47 (continued)
MISSION: 17 April 1944 - SOFIA MN/Y

2. At co-ordinates of 413N - 2140E, there were 100 - 150 wagons
in the M/Y at VELES. Eight rows of tracks,

3. A long freight train headed West and was observed just before the IP,

4o Two long trains near FRISTINA 42),ON - 2110E. Observation was
made at 1212 hours from 21,000 feet.

5. Locomotive and 25 wagons headed NE at approximate co-ordinates
4148N -2200E.

6. At 1245 hours from 10,000 feet at co-ordinates 4147N - 2152E a
train of 15 - 20 wagons was observed heading East.

7. 18~ 20 trucks in town of BABIE, 4109N - 2018E,
8. 100 trucks in a convoy at 108N - 2026E, heading North.
9. In general all feeder M/Y's in Yugoslavia appeared very active,

B FLAK POSITIONS
1. JI°9 05' N -2°07'E S-1I-H

2, 41° 22" N -20925'E M-I-H

- C. SMOKE SCREENS -~ None reported.

D. NAVAL

1. 40° ;5% N - 18° 40' E DD or light cruiser headed South from
6,000 feet.

2. 3 ships at 41° 00' N - 18° 15' E
E. AIR
1, 20 - 30 planes on A/D NW of target.
2, 12 s/e fighters on A/D East of target.

F, MISCELLANEOQUS
1. At 1131 hours a fire was observed at 4230 N - 2003 E from 19,000
feet.

2., 1132 hours from 20,000§,co-ordinates 225N - 2010E. Two
burned spots on ground. They may have been A/C remains.

3. Roads leading out from SOFIA were said by one crew to be stream-
ing with traffic. They thought pecple were leaving town after hearing air
raid sirens.
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SPECIAL NARRATIVE REPORT No. 47 (continued)
MISSION: 17 April 194} - SOFIA M/Y

VI CONCLUSIONS

A - TOTAL LOSSES

From Flak 0

From Fighters 0

Other Reasons 0
B - DAMAGE

From Flak 0

From Fighters 0

Other Reasons 0

C - CASUALTIES
From Flak 0
FyFrom.Fighters 0
D, VICTORIES
One probable Me 109 is claimed.

T - CORRESTIONS on telephone mission report not included above: None.

ARTHUR HARVEY,
Major, Air Corps,
Group S-2.
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OPNO FOR 17 AFRIL 1944

FIFTH WING ATTACK BELGRADE MARSH YARD AT 1200 BAKER FD FIVE FIVE WING ATTACK BEL-
GRADE ZEMERAIRDROME AT 1220 BAKER PD FOUR NINE WING ATTACK BELGRADE ZEMEN AIR
DROME 1210 BAKER Fp THREE ZERO FOUR WING ATTACK SOFIA MARSH YARDS 1210 BAKER FD
TARGET SOFIA MARSH YARDS

SECONDARY NIS MARSH YARDS CMA INITIAL POINT KANJAZEVAK (433l NORTH 2216 EAST)
CMA AXIS 232 DEGREES TRUE CMA BALLY RIGHT PD

RENDEZVOUS 376 AND 98 RENGY SAN PANCRAZIO 8000 FT 1018 BAKER ON COURSE TO SAN

VITO DI NORMANNI FPD 449 AND 450 RENDY MANDURIA 8000 FT 1019 BAKER ON COURSE TO BAN

VITO DI NORMANI FB WING RENDY LINE SAN PANCRAZIO TO SAN VITO DI NORMANNI FD TIME

AT SAN VITO DI NORMANNI 102) BAKER

LEAD 376

ROUTE OUT SAN VITO DI NORMANNI TO KEY POINT SCUTARI LAKE (/4216 NORTH 1910 EAST) AT
12,000 FT AT 1102 BAKER TO TURN POINT LESKOVAC (4258 NORTH 2157 EAST)
TO INITIAL POINT TO TARGET FD

INITIAL POINT PONOR (4254 NORTH 2309 EAST)

AXIS OF ATTACK 150 DEGREES TRUE

TARGFT TIME 1200 BAKFR

BOMBING ALTITUDE 376 AT 21,000 FT CMA 98 AT 22,500 FT CM: 449 AT 21,500 FT CMA 450
OO 23,000 FT PD

RALLY RIGHT
ROUTE BACK TARGET TO 4200 NORTH 2’230 EAST TO BASE PD

- Ao 376 AND 98 WITH 36 AIRCRAFT EACH PLUS SPARES LOAD 100# CLUSTERED BOMBS WITH
.1 AND .01 FUSING CMA ATTACK SCOFIA MARSH YARDS PD FOR AIMING POINTS SEE AMiOw
TATED TARGET MATERIAL PD

B,
449 AND 450 WITH 36 AIRCRAFT EACH FLUS SPARE® LOAD 100# CLUSTERED BOMBS WITH .1
AND .01 FUSING CMA ATTACK SOFIA MARSH YARDS PD FCR AIMING POINTS SEE AMMO-
TARGET MATERIAL FD

C. MAXIMUM PETER DASH FIVE ON& MUSTANGS PROVIDE CLOSL ESCORT AND TARGET COVER FCR
FOIR SEVEN WING PD MUSTANGS INTERCEFT BOMBERS NEEXXX NEAR-KE¥—POINT PD
Peuya Point t
X. PATHFINDERS WILL LEAD THE 450 GROUP AND BOMBING WILL BE DONE BY PATHFINDER gz_’m/l“ £5
METHOD REGARDIESS OF WEATHE R CMA MAXIMWM PHOTOS OF BOMB SEUINGS WILL B E
TAKEN PD 376 CMA 98 AND 449 WILL NOT USE PATHFINDERS FD WITEDRAVAL WILL BE
IN ACCORDANCE WITH STANDARD BPFRATIONS ORDERS AND AIRSPEED ON DESCENT WILL
NOT EXCEFD 165 MPH FD WINDOW WILL BE DISPENSED IN ACCORDANCE WITH SOP FROM
TEREE MINUTES BEFORE INITIAL POINT UNTIL THREE MINUTES AFTER BOMBS AWAY FD
UNASSIGNED TARGETS IN YUGOSLAVIA WILL NOT BE BOMBED FD

5. VHF BAKFR CHANNEL 376 - GOWAY ONE ONE AIDIS LAMPS
98 - GOWAY ONE TWO 376 - ABLE
449 - GOWAY ONE THREE : 449 - NAN
450 - GOWAY ONE FCIR FLARES WILL BE USED AT
FIGHTERS-CHANNEL ABLE - KIDDIES FD WING AND WAVE RENDY
. FOINTS FD
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HEADQUARTERS /,7TH WING Ds FHL/se
APO 520 s

16 April 1944

INTELLIGENGE ANNEX TO OFERATIONS ORDERS FCR
17 april 1944,
PLAN #4%

I. PLAN, The recently adopted poliey of attacking important Balkan commun-
ication centers in conjunction with the Russian advance in the Southera ares has
undoubtedly been of inestimable value in weakening the enemy's defense on the
Russian front, In addition such attscks have increased dissatiafaction amongst
the Balkan peoples with their Axis alliesnce, thereby tending to reduce the effec-
tiveness of collaberation by the Balkan satellite Governments with the enemy.
Flan 4" provides for a continuation of this poliey by an attack on SOFIA and
BELGRADE, The li/Y's of the former city since the attack of 30 Harch has been
undergeing extensive repairs, while the latter city has not mreviously been sub-
jected to Allied air sttacks.

II. TARGETS end KISSIONS,
A, AL7TH WING.
td

1. B-24's of the 98th, 376th, and 449th Groups will attack the H/Y
at SCFIA at 1200 hours.

2. B-24's of the 450th Group will sttack the center of SOFIA by *
P.F.F. at 1200 hours.

3. Alternate target for 98th, 376th, and 449th: NIS M/Y #2.
' B, STH WING,
1. B-17's of 4 Groups will attack the BELGRADE/Sava li/Y at 1200 hrs.

2., B-17's of 1 Group will attack the Fogoszarski Aireraft Components
Fa;atary at BELGRADE gt 1200 hours.

3. B=-17's of 1 Group will attack the Ikarus Adreraft Qampanents : )
Factory at BELGRADE at 1200 hours. 5

L. Alternate: SARAJEVO M/Y.
C. 304TH WI}}?G.
1. B-24's of 4 Groups will attack SOFIA /Y at 1210 hours.
2. Alternate: NIS M/Y #2 and adjacent supply dump to N. of yard.
D. 55TH and A9TH WINGS. (Composite Wing).
<5 1. 3 Aircraft will attack the BR lines between ANCUNA and RIMINI,

1 Group of 55th ﬁiﬁg will attack the 4/D installations on

EEME/W A/D

3. 2 Groups of 49th Wing will attack the parked a/e at Bmwﬁ/mm/n.
: - 73
Target time: 1210 hours.
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ication eenters in conjmm with the Fussien advanee in the Southern area has
undoubtedly been of inestimable value in weakening the enemy's defense on the
Russian front. In addition such attacks have inersased dissatisfaction amongst
the Balkan peoples with their Axis alliance, thereby tending to reduce the effec-
tiveness of collaberation by the Balkan satellite Governments with the enemy.
Plan "A® provides for = continuation of this policy by an attack on SUFIA and
BELGRADE, The li/Y's of the former city since the attack of 30 March has been
undergoing a:”tens“% ve repairs, while the latter city has not previously been sub-
- jected to Allied air sttacks.

II. TARGETS and WISSIONS,
A, 4L7TTH WING,

1. B-24's of the 98‘%;}1, 376th, and 449th G‘roups will attack the /Y
at SOFIA at 1200 hours.

2. B-2i's of the 450th Group will attack the center of SOFIA by '
P.F.F. at 1200 hours.

3. Alternate target for 98th, 376th, and 449th: NIS M/Y #2.
B, 5TH WING.
‘ 1. B-17's of 4 Groups will attack the BELGRADE/Sava M/Y at 1200 hrs.

b B-l’}"$ of 1 Group will attack the Rogozarski airerait Components
Fsﬁtory at BELGRADE at”1200 hours.

3. B=17's of 1 Group will attack the Ikarus ddreraft Gamponenta
Factory at BELGRADE at 1200 hours. )

L. Alternate: SARAJEVO M/Y.
G. 304TH WING. ’

1. B-24's of 4 Groups will attack SOFIA ¥/Y at 1210 hours.

2. Alternate: NIS M/Y #2 and adjacent supply dump to N. of yard.
D. 55TH and A9TH WINGS., (Composite Wing).

S 1. 3 Aircraft will attack the BR lines between ANCONA and RIMINI,

. 1 Group of 55th sﬁlng will attack the A/D installations on
BEng/mmﬁ a/D.

3. 2 Groups of 49th Wing will attack the parked a/c at WE/ ZEVURA/D
Target time: 1210 hours.
E. 306TH WING.

C e

1. One Group of i”aﬁl‘s will provide close escort i‘er the 4Tth Wing
in penetraﬁian and withdrawal.

; 2. One Group of long-range P-38's will provide close escort for
Mth ’iﬁing in penetra*tian and withdrawal.

v 1
: ' e -
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INTELLIGENCE ANNEX 10 QPERATlﬁﬁﬁ ORDERS FCE 17 April 1944 (continued):

Ry

3. Two Groups of P-38's will provide close escort for the 5th Wing
on penetration and withdrawal. 7

: 4. One Group of ?~47‘s'will»provide close escort for the 55th and
49th Wings,

5. Sixteen P-38's will provide close escort for the 3 B-24's
bombing the rail communications between ANCONA and NINMINI,

III. TARGET INFORMATION.
A. SOFIA.

: 1. The targets are the M/Y which lies to the North of the central
part of the city and runs generally East and West, and the center of the ecity.

2. Fhoto reece of 9 April diseloses that the tarough line from
ISTANBUL to NIS is cut as well ag the loop line to MEZDRA., In addition to severe
damage which the M/Y suffered, photo reece revesls heavy and widespread damage to
the commeréial and residential areas.

3. Target chart 10-3A-H4, annotated to designate attack area, is
inclosed. i

B. RNIs.

1. KIS is an important junction on the BELGRADE-SOFIA line and as
such comprises some of the most active M/Y's in the Balkans.

2. The repair shop or South sidings (#2 on briefing chart £-102-NA)
were bombed 5 April by 30 B-24's and 39 B-17's, The main station building was
half destroyed, the railwyy works were heavily damaged, tracks were cut, wagons
wreeked, and stores destroyed in didings and yard. There were also other incidents .
of damage both in the yards and in the town.’

3. Fhoto recce of & April revealed that the through lines in the
South yards were open and that 100 undamaged wagons were present on the sidings
off the main line; 3 locomotives were also present. On the same date the North
yards (#24 on briefing chart 8-102-NA) contained 520 wegons and 17 locomotives,
“and the West yards (#2B on briefing chart 8-102-NA), partially covered, in the
nieghborhood of 400 wagons,

4. The results of the abtack on 15 April have not been reported,

5. Target chart 8~102-HA, designating aiming points, is inclosed.

IV. DEFENSES.
\ A. GROUND,
‘ L]
1, SOFIA,

e

2. Photo recee as of 31 Harch discloses presence of 46 heavy guns.
f ' : b. Refer to report #E/1073 for speeifiec positions.

. §. On 30 March, B-17's and B-24's reported moderate accurate
heavy flak of barrsge and tracking type in SOFIA Area.,

-~ e g
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III. TARGET INFORMATION,
A. SOFTA.

, 1. The targets are the M/Y which lies tc the North of the central
part of the city and runs generally East and West, and the center of the city.

2. Fhoto reece of 9 April diseloses that the tarough line from
ISTANBUL to NIS is cut as well as the loop line to MEZDRA. In addition to severe
‘damage which the M/Y suffered, photo recce revesls heavy and widespread damage to
the commeréial and residential areas.

3. Target chart 10-3A-NA, annotated to designate attack area, is
inclosed. :

B. RIS,

1. KIS is an important junction on the BELGRADE-SOFIA line and as
such comprises some of the most active li/Y's in the Balkans.

2. The repair shop or South sidings (#2 on briefing chart 8-102-NA)
were bombed 5 April by 30 B-24's and 39 B-17's, The main station building was
half destroyed, the railmgy works were heavily damaged, tracks were cut, wagons
= wrecked, and stores desiroyed in didings and yard. There were alsc other incidents .
of damage both in the yards and in the town.

3. Fhote recce of € April revealed that the through lines in the
South yards were open and thet 100 undamaged wagons were present on the sidings
off the main line; 3 locomotives were alsc present. On the same date the North
yards (#2A on briefing chart 8-102-NA) contained 520 wagons and 17 locomotives,
“and the West yards (#2B on briefing chart 8-102-NA), partially covered, in the®
nieghborhood of 400 wagons. '

4. The resulls of the attack om 15 4pril have not been reported,

5. Targst chart 8-102-N4, éesignating aiming points, is inclosed.

IV. DEFENSES.
A, GROUND.
3 : 1., SOFIA,

2. Photo recee as of 31 Harch diseloses presence of 46 heavy guns.
b. Refer to report #E/1073 for speeific positions.

| y .
; j g. On 30 March, B-17's and B-24's reported moderate accurate
| heavy flak of barrage and tracking type in SOFIA Aves.

2. NIs,

: ; a. Fhoto recce of 1 Dec. 1943 does not disclose presence of any
heavy guns. However 15th Air Force on 5th and 15th of April experienced moderate
accurate heavy flak in NIS Area.
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INTELLIGENCE ANNEX TO Gf‘fs}“m‘llﬁﬁs éP»Dﬁab FOR 1’? April 3.9!;4 &ucntlnue d)s

B. AIR.

. 1. Since the substantial reduction in fightar strength at NIS
inter@epﬁien, if any, should be minor in JugoSlavia. In the target area, the
enemy is probably not capable of more than 50 to 75 sorties. The Bulgarian
Alr Foree is composed of Me-109's and Dw-520's. :

2. On 31 Hareh, 15th Air Force on nmission to SOFIA encountered

50 to 70 enemy aireralt including He-109's, Fw-190's, and Dw-520's. Generally
_the fighters appeared aggressive but not experienced.

V. BRIEFING ISSTRUCTIONS,

A. COrews should be briefed not to drop bombs on unassigned tarpets
in YugoSlavia.

; THOMAS, A-2.
INCLOSURES: (To 98th, 376th, 449th Groups).
1l ea. target chart 1&»3&»%.
1l ea. target chart "8.102-NA.
(To 450th Gr@up)
8 ea, pathiinder chart #3 - SOFIA,
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8/23/23, 11:20 AM

9TH SQUADRON

gz/m’m

719th Squadron - The 449th Bomb Group(H)

oisemer, e

David Councill was the original C.O. from
July ‘43 to 8 December ’43 when he and
his crew were lost during the movement
overseas. Most of the 719th officer and
NCO staff were among the 14 men lost
aboard Councill’s aircraft. This placed the
719th in dire straits in January ’44. Arthur
B. Swan took over as C.O. and began
sorting things out in January ’44. He
served as the C. O. until he received a
serious combat wound on 23 April ‘44.
Charles E. Harton from the 717th

Squadron was selected to be the acting commander until Art Swan could reassume
the position. When Swan was promoted to higher echelon, Harton continued as the
acting C.O. until July ‘44. Harold R. Loughran, a lead crew pilot from the 717th
became the 719th C.O. in July ‘44 and remained through September '44. In
September ‘44, William Allen became the C.O. and remained so until May ‘45.

https://449th.com/719th-squadron/
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8/23/23, 11:25 AM Mission 127 - The 449th Bomb Group(H)

MISSION 127

I. CHRONOLOGY

28 B-24’s took off at 0715 to 0746 to bomb KRALJEVO M/Y. No early returns. 28 a/c
over target at 1009 — 1015 hours dropping 69.5 tons of 500 Ib RDX bombs with .1
nose and .025 tail fuses from 17,800 to 19,000 feet. 2 bombs or .5 tons fell from lead
a/c near I.P when bomb bay doors were opened. 28 returned to base at 1148 hours.
None lost. None missing. None at friendly fields. There were 28 effective sorties.

[I. ROUTE AND ASSAULT

Rendezvoused at San Vito on course at 8,000 feet at 0833 hours as briefed.
Proceeded to turnpoint at Lake Scutari (4210N-1920E), to turnpoint Mataruge
(4342N — 2036e), to turnpoint (4350N — 2015E), to IP, Cacak (4355N — 2021E), to
target, attacking on a heading of 119 degrees true. Bombing was done visually and
by individual boxes, each of which had a separate aiming point. Rallied right to
turnpoint Belo Polje (4314N-2057E), thence to turnpoint Lake Scurati, to base.
Except for a few low clouds over Adriatic, entire route and target area was free of
clouds. Visibility over Jugoslavia and target was 15 miles, else where on rout it was
10 miles. While no escort was assigned, 6 P-51’s were met at 4350N-2010E at 1000
hours at 18,000 feet, and they left at 4156N-1909E at 1056 hours at 13,100 feet. No
radio jamming reported.

[ll. RESULTS

Visual obseration claimed 3 of the boxes had very good patterns on or near their
respective aiming points while the other (lead) box dropped somewhat to the right of
its aiming point in a good pattern. Three explosions were seen, and the railroad
roundhouse was severely damaged. There were many less cars in the M/Y tha
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8/23/23, 11:25 AM Mission 127 - The 449th Bomb Group(H)

briefed. (probably dispersed). Photographic cover confirms visual observation,
indeed shows somewhat better results than claime. Even in the lead bos the
maijority of bombs fell within the 1,000 feet radius of the aiming point. €

IV. ENEMY RESISTANCE
A. Fighers. No E/A were sighted.
B. Flak. No flak was reported on route or over target.

[No losses. No Damage. No Casualties.]
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8/23/23, 11:44 AM Significant Missions - The 449th Bomb Group(H)

449th made its final contribution to “Big Week” as the Group attacked the Prufening
Messerschmitt complex at Regensburg. The 37-1/2 tons of 500-pound bombs hit
“right in the middle of the target. Immediately thereafter, a huge column of very black
smoke rose to a height of 4,000 to 5,000 feet.” As soon as the bombers rallied off the
target and emerged from the flak, the formation came under heavy attack from a
mixed enemy fighter force. The enemy fighters were “extremely aggressive,” and
“attacked in pairs, threes, fours and fives.” The attacks were “continuous from the
target to the mountains at the Austrian border” and “were pressed home with great
vigor.” Three 449th B-24’s were lost to the enemy fighters.

The 449th paid a heavy price for its contribution to “Big Week” — eleven B-24’s were
lost. The 716th Squadron bore the brunt of the losses having lost seven planes. A
total of fortythree 449th airmen died during the course of “Big Week,” and seventeen
became POWs. Thirty-one other airmen successfully evaded capture after bailing
out over enemy territory.

The narrative reports, filed on the day of each mission, listed the total number of
victories scored by Group gunners against the enemy fighters. For the three
missions the results were thirty-one enemy fighters destroyed, eleven probably
destroyed, and three damaged. — Bill Shepherd, 2nd Generation, Nephew of
Charles Shepherd, Porter’s Crew, 718th SQ,

[table id=24 /]
Notes:

1 — Crew bailed out over friendly territory
2 — Crashlanded on return near Foggia, Italy
3 — Crashed on take off

THE PLOESTI MISSIONS

“Ploesti, Ploesti, Ploesti! Among the combat crew members this bugaboo target
awakened many from their sleep” — this was the way the 449th War Diary recorded
the effect of Ploesti at the early morning mission briefs. Ploesti was the chief
petroleum producing center for the Axis. No less than thirteen oil refineries were
located in the Ploesti area. The refineries and the marshalling yards of the railroad
system were thus principal targets for the 15th Air Force. Between April 5th and
August 19th, 1944, the 449th flew twelve missions against targets at Ploesti — four
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8/23/23, 11:44 AM Significant Missions - The 449th Bomb Group(H)
against the marshalling yards and eight against the oil refineries. Among the 449th
flyers, a mission to Ploesti was known as a “Big One.” It was an eight-hour mission
fraught with danger from flak and fighters. At the height of the campaign during May,
June and July, the enemy was capable of sending as many as 100 fighters against
Fifteenth Air Force formations. In addition, more than 200 heavy, anti-aircraft guns
defended the area, together with an effective, large-scale smoke screen. The
campaign against the Ploesti oil refineries, distribution system and infrastructure was
one of the epic battles of the war. A mission to Ploesti was a “double credit” mission
until the latter part of July 1944 when it was removed from the list of double-credit
mission targets — the rationale being that the enemy fighter threat had by then
become almost negligible. The flak, however, remained formidable. The absence of
enemy fighters over the target did not lessen the displeasure of the combat crews
for the single-sortie rule. This collective displeasure was perhaps best summed up
by J. F. Scroggs’ crew during the post-mission debrief following the July 15th
mission: “We invite the General to visit Ploesti on our next mission — single sortie!
No flak vest will be issued.”

The 449th lost a total of 14 B-24s from all causes during the twelve trips to Ploesti
with total casualties being: 24 KIA, 60 POW, and 38 Evaded. [Source, Book Il
Database]

[table id=25 /]
Notes:

1 — Turned back before target
2 — Crashed approaching Gioia
3 — Crashed approaching Grottaglie
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THE PLOESTI MISSIONS

“Ploesti, Ploesti, Ploesti! Among the combat crew members this bugaboo target
awakened many from their sleep” — this was the way the 449th War Diary recorded the
effect of Ploesti at the early morning mission briefs. Ploesti was the chief petroleum
producing center for the Axis. No less than thirteen oil refineries were located in the
Ploesti area. The refineries and the marshalling yards of the railroad system were thus
principal targets for the 15th Air Force. Between April 5th and August 19th, 1944, the
449th flew twelve missions against targets at Ploesti — four against the marshalling
yards and eight against the oil refineries. Among the 449th flyers, a mission to Ploesti
was known as a “Big One.” It was an eight-hour mission fraught with danger from flak
and fighters. At the height of the campaign during May, June and July, the enemy was
capable of sending as many as 100 fighters against Fifteenth Air Force formations. In
addition, more than 200 heavy, anti-aircraft guns defended the area, together with an
effective, large-scale smoke screen. The campaign against the Ploesti oil refineries,
distribution system and infrastructure was one of the epic battles of the war. A mission
to Ploesti was a “double credit” mission until the latter part of July 1944 when it was
removed from the list of double-credit mission targets — the rationale being that the
enemy fighter threat had by then become almost negligible. The flak, however,
remained formidable. The absence of enemy fighters over the target did not lessen the
displeasure of the combat crews for the single-sortie rule. This collective displeasure
was perhaps best summed up by J. F. Scroggs’ crew during the post-mission debrief
following the July 15th mission: “We invite the General to visit Ploesti on our next
mission — single sortie! No flak vest will be issued.”

The 449th lost a total of 14 B-24s from all causes during the twelve trips to Ploesti with
total casualties being: 24 KIA, 60 POW, and 38 Evaded. [Source, Book Il Database]
[table id=25 /]

Notes:

1 — Turned back before target

2 — Crashed approaching Gioia

3 — Crashed approaching Grottaglie
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THE SECOND PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION MISSION: 9 JULY 1944
EXCERPT FROM “OF MEN AND WINGS”

July 9: Ploesti, Rumania

“Ploesti, Ploesti, Ploesti! Among the combat crew members this bugaboo target
awakened many from their sleep.” So it was again on the morning of the July 9 when
449th flight crews were awakened shortly after 0300 hours and told to be in the war
room by 0345 hours for the mission briefing. As crews filed into the war room, they were
jolted from whatever drowsiness still lingered as they traced with their eyes the long, red
line which slashed across the map from Grottaglie to PLOESTI.

The Fifteenth Air Force campaign against Ploesti had began back on April 5. When it
became obvious to the enemy that the combination of fighters and flak could not protect
the vast complex against the American heavy bombers, the Germans resorted to the
extensive use of a smoke screen to obscure the main portion of the refinery complex.
The smoke screen had proven to be extremely effective. Now, after ten attacks by the
Fifteenth Air Force, two refineries the Xenia and the Concordia Vega were still operating
at near full capacity.

In preparing for the day’s mission — knowing that the smoke screen would certainly be
encountered — the Fifteenth had embarked upon an intensified training regimen to
ensure the perfection of PFF bombing techniques. To further prepare the bombardiers,
extensive photographic reconnaissance of the entire oil-field complex had been
conducted by the reconnaissance squadrons, and, based upon these photographs,
highly-accurate, target-identification materials had been prepared.

As the war room briefing proceeded, Capt. Westlake, Group S-2, spelled out the
mission details:

“The 47th and 5th Wings have been assigned the task of wiping out a major portion of
the remaining oil refining capacity at PLOESTI. Both the Fifteenth and Eighth Air Forces
have struck hard at Germany’s oll refining capacity in recent raids. It is estimated that
the annual petroleum producing capacity of the enemy is now only half of what is
required to sustain his military operations. Approximately one-third of this remaining
capacity is located in Ploesti. Destruction of the two refineries being attacked [today] will
push the German war machine a long step closer to collapse. ... Only our wing and the
5th with escort are flying today. Both are hitting Ploesti at different refineries. We attack
15 minutes after the 5th at 1015 hours. All other Wings stand down. We fly with the 98th
and the 450th leads the Wing. ... Two groups of fighters will provide penetration, target,
and withdrawal cover for each of the Wings. Three groups of fighters will free lance the
target area from 0955 to 1030 hours. ...Your aiming points are the distillation plants,
cracking plants and boiler house. ...There are a total of 241 heavy guns in the Ploesti-
Campina area. ... It is estimated that a total of 100 to 110 single-engine fighters, mostly
ME-109’s, and 15 to 20 twin-engine fighters, ME-110’s and JU-88’s, are likely to be
encountered in the target area. Initial contact probably will occur within 50 miles west of
the target.”

At 0600 hours, ship #60 — with Lt. Colonel Gent in the command seat — lifted off
Grottaglie for what would prove to be an eight-hour mission. The twenty-eight 449th B-
24’s rendezvoused with the other groups of the Wing, and the combined formation
headed eastward toward Yugoslavia. Before the day was finished, the flak over Ploesti
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would again take a toll on 449th B-24’s. The 449th, sandwiched in between the 376th
and 98th Groups, was the third group in the Wing formation being led by the 450th
Group.

[ .
©) arotr. AGLIE, <

Route Qut

2 - --.
- = : R, i :
e / \?1 B}) / \ ' g SN The formation crossed

Yugoslavia and into southern Rumania without meeting any significant resistance.
Some fifty miles out from the target, the lead elements of the Wing formation got a good
look at the target area. A high column of black smoke towered to over 20,000 feet
above the Ploesti area. The lead elements of the 5th Wing had scored direct hits on the
Xenia refinery.

Well before the IP was reached, flak began bursting in the sky around the 449th.

At 1000 hours, just before the twenty-four aircraft in the formation reached the IP, ship
#21 — Drigger’'s Crew — was caught squarely by a flak burst. Fragments from the flak
struck the number-2 engine making it necessary to feather it. At the same time both
ailerons were almost totally destroyed. Other shell fragments severed control cables
and wiped out the hydraulic system. Gas lines were cut, immediately filling the entire
ship with highly-explosive fumes. Drigger’s crew knew immediately that they were in
serious trouble. The only question was how far back along the return route could they
get before being forced to bail out, assuming of course that enemy fighters did not find
them and finish the job. The bomb load was immediately jettisoned as Drigger’s crew
began their struggle to stay airborne, and to stay with the formation as long as possible.
A red flare arched across the sky indicating that the formation had reached the IP. On
the bomb run the flak increased in intensity and accuracy. The seven minute bomb run
amidst the very accurate flak seemed an eternity for the men aboard the big bombers.
The smoke screen, as expected, thoroughly obscured the entire target area. The PFF
operators aboard the lead aircraft leaned intently over their displays searching for the
telltale features that would positively identify the Concordia Vega refinery hidden below
the white smoke screen. At 1018 hours, 58-1/4 tons of 500-pound, GP bombs were
dropped on the Concordia Vega plant.

As soon as the bombs were released, the formation rallied sharply to the right and
began evasive action.
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By the time the formation emerged from the flak, three other aircraft — ships #6, #42,
and #66 — had suffered a similar fate as ship #21. All were heavily damaged. Ten other
aircraft had received lesser damage. Although ten ME-109’s and three FW-190’s were
seen in the target area, none attacked the 449th. As the 449th departed the target area,
four columns of black smoke could be seen rising to 10,000 feet over the Concordia
Vega site.

Aboard the damaged B-24’s, crews worked to keep airborne and to stay with the
formation. Ten minutes after the target, the radio operator aboard ship #42 — Van
Schoor’s crew — called over the command frequency, and said that the rudder cable
was “half way shot out,” and that “part of the electrical system was out.” Ship #42 was
last seen falling behind the formation about half-way back across Yugoslavia. In the
post-mission debrief, none of the returning crews would be able to say with certainty
what had become of ship #42.

At 1105 hours, and a little more than one hundred miles short of the Yugoslavian coast,
Drigger’s crew aboard ship #21 was observed “throwing equipment out of the ship” in a
futile attempt to remain airborne. Shortly thereafter, the crew “started bailing out.” Nine
chutes were seen before the ship crashed. The entire crew would become POW'’s.
Westbrook’s crew aboard ship #66, and McGlasson’s crew aboard ship #6, were
successful in keeping their big bombers airborne as the formation headed across
Yugoslavia, and out over the Adriatic Sea. Both crews elected to stay with their ships
rather than bail out. Crossing the Italian coast, both ship #6 and ship #66 diverted
toward the field at Gioia. McGlasson’s crew succeeded in reaching Gioia Field where
they safely crash landed their ship. For Westbrook’s crew, however, the attempt to
reach Gioia ended in tragedy. Ten miles east of Gioia Field, ship #66 “crashlanded and
burned, killing 5 and injuring 5 of the crew.”

By 1343 hours, nineteen B-24’s were safely back at Grottaglie Field. Streicher’s crew
was known to have landed ship #22, Harper’s Ferry, at Bari where they were being
refueled. This left only Van Schoor’s crew aboard ship #42 unaccounted for. An Evasion
Aid Report was prepared and forwarded to Wing headquarters. Shortly thereafter, it was
learned that Van Schoor’s crew had safely landed their B-24 at the British field on the
Island of Vis. Van Schoor’s crew would return to Grottaglie on the following day.
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AP NO. FILOT TIME TIME COMMENTS
1)) 4 DOWN
60 Gent 0557 1341 Nav: Howard; Bomb:Kohmiescher
76 Johason 0557 1348
66 Westbrook 0558 Crashed at Giois -- 3 crew members killed
25 Krawiec 0559 1347
45 Blanton 0559 1345
53 Zink 0600 1335
56 Carter 0601 1349
41 Baughman 0601 1346
22 Streicher 0602 1556 Landed at Bari
21 Driggers 0602 Bailed out over Yugoslavia
26 Isnac 0603 1350
33 Dorton 0604 1430
30 Morris 0605 0945 (Note 1) ER Gas Leak
32 Progar 0605 1046 (Note 2) ER #2 Eng cutting out
20 Blomgren 0606 1359
1 Rude D607 1356
16 Davis 0608 1102 (Note 3) ER Excessive gas consumption
6 McGlasson 0609 Crshianded Gioia -~ Crew okay
72 Hoyt 0609 1358
75 Cunningham 0610 1141 (Note 4) ER Turbo out & fluctuating
10 Wood, N.S. 0611 1401
5 Eaton 0612 1401
4 Holland 0613 1337
67 Stovall 0613 1400
55 Scroggs, J.F. 0614 1357
42 Van Schoor 0615 Landed on Vis — retum tomamow
48 Wright 0615 1404
71 Belton 0616 1359
Note 1: Turned back 4338N-1%4E — Gas Jeak in right wing
Note 2: Tumed back 4338N-19%01E — No. 2 cutting out, losing oil
Note 3: Tumed back 4046N-2132E -~ No. 2 out--firel consumgption high
Note 4; Tumed back 4422N-2143E — Turbo out, tail turres out
24 double credit
4 single credit
{Copied from MEA doowne)

Time-Up/Time-Down Log: 9 Jul 1944 It had been a costly

mission. The report to Wing Headquarters summarized the cost as “1 lost, 1 missing, 1
crashed at friendly field.” Due to a “very effective smoke screen,” the strike photos
“showed little” except four columns of smoke rising over the target area. For the last
time, returning crews received double-mission credit for a Ploesti mission. Before the
449th again visited this dreaded target, Ploesti would be removed from the list of targets
for which double-mission credit could be earned.

The outstanding success of the mission would not become known until reconnaissance
photographs could be taken. These photographs showed that the 449th had indeed
scored a direct hit, and had inflicted major damage on the Concordia Vega refinery. As
the details began to emerge in succeeding days, it became evident that the attack had
far exceeded expectations. As a result, the 449th received its second Presidential Unit
Citation. The citation summarized the mission and the results as follows:

449th BOMBARDMENT GROUP. For outstanding performance of duty in armed conflict
with the enemy. During a period of sustained operations against vitally important
strategic targets, this Group was ordered to attack and destroy the Concordia Oil
Refinery at Ploesti, Rumania. As the second largest refinery in Rumania, the Concordia
Oil Refinery contributed large amounts of fuel to the Axis war machine, making its
destruction of paramount importance. Realizing that the enemy was utilizing smoke
screens as a defense for their important targets, the Group trained diligently in order
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that they might overcome this handicap. While still continuing on regular operational
missions, they carefully prepared the lead crews and undertook practice missions to
perfect the use of synchronous PFF methods. Through special briefings, the crews were
given additional target instruction to assist them in overcoming this newest obstacle to
the successful completion of their mission. Prior to the operation, the ground crews
worked determinedly and skillfully to have their aircraft in excellent mechanical condition
to insure the ultimate success of the attack. On 9 July 1944, twenty-eight (28) B-24 type
aircraft, heavily loaded with maximum tonnage, were airborne and set course for their
destination. Long before approaching the target the profuse smoke screen that the
enemy was using became visible. Because of its effectiveness, other units were unable
to bomb successfully and thus it became of prime importance that the 449th
Bombardment Group succeed. Approaching the target, an intense, heavy and accurate
barrage of enemy antiaircraft fire was encountered by the entire Group from this heavily
defended target which destroyed three of the bombers. Despite this heavy and
relentless enemy opposition, displaying outstanding courage and determination, the
gallant crews fought their way through the heavy enemy defenses over the smoke
covered target, where the planes employed synchronous PFF methods and
successfully hit the target. By overcoming the defensive measures of the enemy,
together with the heavy enemy fire encountered, they succeeded in inflicting grave
damage to vital enemy installations and supplies at a time when they were of the utmost
importance to the enemy. Photographic reconnaissance revealed that the Concordia
Vega Plant was very heavily damaged thus dealing a heavy blow to the enemy and
hastening the collapse of the Axis in the Balkans. By the outstanding gallantry,
professional skill and determination of the combat crews, together with the exceptional
skill and devotion to duty of the ground personnel, the 449th Bombardment Group has
upheld the highest traditions of the Military Service, thereby reflecting great credit upon
itself and the Armed Forces of the United States of America. By command of Major
General Twining.
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' AIR MEDAL DECORATION

RUDE, RALPH A, 0O 689 358 2d Lt
G. 0. No537/44 , Hq. Fifteenth Air Force.
Oak Leaf Clusters awarded by Hq. Fifteenth Air Force:
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Portland, Oregon
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Ralph Rude

Ralph A Rude served his country in World War Il with the 449th Bombardment Group .

Information on Ralph Rude is gathered and extracted from military records. We have many documents and copies of documents, including military
award documents. It is from these documents that we have found this information on CAPT Rude. These serviceman's records are not complete and
should not be construed as a complete record. We are always looking for more documented material on this and other servicemen. If you can help add
to Ralph Rude's military record please contact us.

09/16/1944 CAPT
AM/40LC GO: 3427
-" ' PORTLAND OR

The information on this page about Ralph Rude has been obtained through a possible variety of sources incluging the serviceman themselves, family,
copies of military records that are in possession of the Army Air Corps Library and Museum along with data obtained from other researchers and
sources including AF Archives at Air Force Historical Research Agency and the U.S. National Archives.

This information is by no means complete, we are adding information based upon documentation in our possession.

If you have more information concerning the service of Ralph Rude, including pictures, documents and other artifacts that we can add to this record,
please Contact Us.
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* SILVER STAR DECORATION

RUDE, RALPH A. (0-689358), 2nd Lt,, Air Corps
GO #2156, Hg. 15th Air Force, July 28, 194L4
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9/26/23, 3:32 PM Ralph Rude - Recipient -

/ / RALPH RUDE

Ralph A. Rude

AWARDS BY DATE OF ACTION:

L]
Silver Star
AWARDED FOR ACTIONS
DURING World War I

Service: Army Air Forces
Division: 15th Air Force

GENERAL ORDERS: \

Headquarters, 15th Air Force, General Orders No. 2156 (1944) i % ":—/'
¥

CITATION: P\

(Citation Needed) - SYNOPSIS: Ralph A. Rude, United States Army

Air Forces, was awarded the Silver Star for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity in
action while serving with the FIFTEENTH Air Force in the Mediterranean Theater of
Action during World War II.

SEE MORE RECIPENTS OF THIS AWARD

()]

Back to Recipient List
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- SPECIAL ANNIVAERSARY ISSUR

VYOL. 1, NUMBER 3

449 BOMB GHRHULPF tH,

FEBRUARY 24, 1945

44.9th Comp_l_etes

. i
Group CO Lauds | Wing Commander

Service Units

“Yes, | fear that in spite of our
well trained Crews technically skil-
led specialists, and our svperior e-
quipmanit, without the constant as-
sstance of the service units attac-
hed to the group, our record would
be far short of the 200 mark."

Thus, in a few words, our 449th
Commander, Li. Col, Jack L. Han-
dulpl:, has summed ] the extent
members of the group recognize the
invaluable assistance of the various
sgervice units on the held. For the
men of the 449th realize that with
out the coOperalion of these seldam
publicized outfits, our efforts would
be for nought.

To the 162Tth Base Ordnance lies
the vast undertaking of supplying the
necessary topnage of munitions with
ont whic our efforts would be in
WETE, nlll:ug with 1he numerous other
duties assipned o ordnance,

The 191 7th  Awviation lransporta-
tion :-l|-|.l|.|1ll'u|: has earned its miche
In the successful completion of our
200 missions, for with out their fa.
cilities wnd devotion to duty 24
hours o diy our suceess would have
been nil.

In the 3d48th Service Squadron
we have recognized the true  value
of specialist technicians, for the-e

was at no lime a too difhicalt job
to be repaired be it a riddled plone
that limped home from enemy ac-
tion, or a hurried call for a special
job of carpentry.

To the vigilance of the 909th
hl:udq.‘luu.rlﬂrs Hqun(llun wWe oNe aur
lack of worry in the fear of de-
predation with or with out the in-
stagation of the enemy.

T

Group’s

The 449th  Bombardment group
received its first Dj.:lil]b':uie-ljr.l! Unit
Citation July 9, 1944, for its out-
standing performances against the
enemy over Bucharest, Houmania,

The group flew maximum offort
that eventful day toward the tar-
gel, ila purpose was to desiroy all
rail facilities in the city, and demo-
lish the Nazi Air Force in the air.
Prior to take off all personnel of
the Frnup labored to insure a suec-
ceraful mission.

Winging their way 10 Bucharest
44%th became separated from the
other scctions of the air force due
to extremely adverse weather con-
ditions. Thi= group continued on
with extraordinary gallantry to the
target. With' added misfortune the
Gghter escort was unable 1o fly cover
due to limited range,

Congratulales Group

The following is a letter received
from Brigadier General Hugo P Rush,
veteran commander of the 47th Wing :

v e is with no litele pleasure that
I vongratulate the #i%h Group on
the completion of 200 missions a3 a
tactical wnit of the 47cth Wing., Your
organization’s history since
to Italy has been replete with fine
achievements and co-operation that is
playing a wvital part in the suceessful
SJulfilment of our common task-the
destruction af owur enemy  and fus
machines of war.

“ The foct chae the $d0h  Group
in its first year l'."f combat has been
awarded the f}p’snngm.l."r.u.f Lnde €4
fafion [wice fur rt’lruu.hﬁnur_r acliie-
vements, i -’_'f I[Nn.r{,cu{ar ‘;-n.r.f;' i the

Fing Commander.
wTa all the personnel whe did
their part in  contributing to e

Group's swccessful record, | extend
my sincere congratulations end ap-

preciation.
HUGCO P. RUSH
Brigadier General
Air Curps.™

T TR PR SRR T SRS S e 3D

MIRACULOUS MICKEY

Dur own 449th Bomb {:r(lup wWas
n l.ri.unlzﬂr in ** :'“ickt:y," the
tional radar device which
thru «arkness, clouds, and artificial
smoke. Ope of the most imporiant
developments of the war, ** Mickey,"
as the airmen ecall it, ha=s been
Fun[dnd as ‘.r.:alnuﬂ:.' as the Amern-
can humb!lglll. It was * Mickey ™
which did the job on many of our
200 missions.

sensa-
“gees

Entering enemy territory our pla. |

nes were attacked by over a hun.
dred fighters. The cr:ows joined im
battle with the enemy achieving one
objective of the day and this sky
duel lasted one hour and a half with
our gunners blasting with their 50
Cal., ngainst the Nazi's cannons, roc.
ket guns, air bombs, machine guns
and flak. While still engaged in
deadly combat this group heroically
bombed its target and inflicted ter-
rific damage to the rail facilities,
succeeding in its second objective
of the day.

The returning planes
dited Oﬂ;cinl}' with destroying 40
enemy planes, with 13 probables
and 6 damaged, while losing 7 of
our liberators.

were cre-

e

Over Ploesti, Roumania, the 449th

coming |

200th Mission

The completion of 200 missions marks an outstauding milestone in

the history of the 44%h Hesvy Bombardmeat Group. To  all the mem:
bers who make up this uuit, it is with pride 1thar we can roview VP
schievements and koow that all had an integrel part in the makin F history

When dema were issued that the enemy's Luftwefie must be de
atroved early o 1. not merely by shooting from the ky I 1
fers in the time, bot the systematic destru I

Opeerniions

crafi factories and induostriel plants no matter hoW remolely ©no il
our group, though fled
glings i o b nch

cGroup Should Feel

Proud?” -- tandolph

Meu of the
Thirteen man nga  the 44%9th
Bembardment Group embarked wpon

18 combatl career \t that time ithe
enemy held all of Central Europe
and maintained n grest wir force
with which o oppose it ks upon

his fortress, The Flving Hors=men
became part of the newly
15th Air Force
destroy the enemy’s communication
lines, his oil plants, his aircrafi fac
tories and his Air Force. During
this thirteen month |-|-1.'|||-| the I'.r.ulp
has flown over 200 MIESIONS agains
the enemy and is now pn-lmreul o

.

organized

which set ut 1o

P

P S S e e S e e S S

Gallantry Rewarded by

Citations

ite second
ion on July

1944. During the sustained acti-

Bomh Group achieved
Distinguished Unit O
9,

vitiea ngainst the Axis oil centers,
this group was ordered to destroy
the second | t ol reficery in

the Balkans ; The Conco.din
0il Refinery at Ploes

The enemy’s effectiveness in the
use of smoke screens deprived the
other groups of their accuracy, so
it became all important that we
should destroy this source of oil
With unfailing skill aud courage
our planes weathered it through
very heavy screenz of anti- aireraft
fire, and though the target was in-
visible the group employed the use
of radar, successfully hitting the tar-
get and  completely  destroyed  this
mammoth refinery as of futher use
to the Germans,

Vegan

miEs10ons A8

proving
|

mlomEsids

mnny alhers -

worthy Lo L1y velera

like the old 376th and the ik

Ower Hegensburg an epic b ool

pluace with our group cmbr "

n slugfest ngninst cou as
liters, who w "

cane s. The enemy also
L s

lasted through the betler part of an

Air air bombing,

hooar and a half, but the ships re-
turned Wwith the satisfaction of not
only destroying the target but whip
ping Goering's Onesi.

With the smashing of the Lufr.

walle came demands ihat this group
wWas 1o | Al ant -=f.
fort 1o dej
of fuel to the Axis

became o byword
+49h roaming
verizing rynthet’c
Bleckheimer to
na and Ploesti

icinate o the

IvE @

skvs

relineries lrom

was
il
Munich, on to Vien-
-resulting after months

of hammering that  the German's
1944 output decressed by 609, in
comparison to what was in 1943

Thi= wunit alse was active and
highly successf in  the complete
destruction of r facilities, the de-

struction of ai submarine

pens, and participe in the all
out effort in  nullify the heavy
gun emplacements of Toolon prior
to the invasion on D-Day in Sow-
thern France.

The 449h won two Distinguoi.

shed Unit Citations doring our first
year of combat- the first was for
an attack on  the rallway facilities
at Bucharest, Roumania. During this

mission the group had = largest
bag of Nari highters ; 40 ME-109s
FW-190s and JU 88s fel
our gunners. We lost 7

the 140 enemy intere splor
antr-pireraft fire. 1t wa
tage considering our

n smmall percen-

}||.|r1|-- were
oL

Films for the week of 26
broary 1945 are as follows:

“ Gambler’s Choice ™ certainly
not the critic’s. !‘.T'Iu_'f home and read
a I;ous! ook, Chester-Marris, \'.1""!.
Kelly and Russell Hayden help to
make things dull. * Christmas [Holi-
day “wstarring Deanna  Durbin  and
Gene Kelly. * Minstrel Man™-a low
budget ilin which swars Ih:urli'd'zcl-ls
and Gladys George.

rage @
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Publications Officer Lt Charles J. Crowe
Editor Cpl. Vietor C. Balearini
dssoctate Eduor Sgt. Scont R. Brewer
Managing Editar S/Sgt. Fred E. Clever

Vol. 1, Number 3

The Editor (iABs

Recently, as you will find evidence elsewhere in this paper, we com-
pleted our 200th mission sgainst the enemy. For the last month, mem-
bers of the GAB Swff have been planning a special anniversary number
1o eommemorate this outstandivg operational cecord, There were many di-
scussions as to how the material should be presented. These eight pages
are the result of those discussions snd hard work. We hope you enjoy
and appreciate our efforts, snd we only ask that you iaa:m:.
not on the basis of news content, but upon how well have
YOUR activities over the last 14 months.

Due to Base censorship we were unable to print a number of deside-
rable articles -- a chronilogical list of the missions and certain escape stories,

judge our
chronicaled

000000000 00000000000000000000000U00000000000000000000C000000000000000000000

AA9th Men Earn
5,459 Decorations

While compiling over 200 missions, men of the 449th have also
acquired 5,459 personal decorations. Air Medals have been awarded more
than any other citation. The 4,907 Air Medals (‘neluding Osk Leaf Clu-
sters) represent the bulk of the awards. To date 179 Purple Hearts, 27
Soldier’s Medals, 36 Bronze Star, 261 Distinguished Flying Crosses, 42
Silver Stars, five Legion of Merits and two Distinguished Service Cr sses,

> ion’s second highest award, have been made to men of the group. | . :
thagaation e 2 2 ¥ | points and the Bomber quintet was

Lt. Gerald 5. Witt and Capt. John 1h.
the DSC (the former posthumously).

LEGICON ©OF MER!T
M/Sgt Dominic G. Cafarelli, Lt. Col. Wade M. Fleischer, If\lnjur George
M. Howard, Lt. Richard C. Noel Jr., Lt. Frederick C. McNulty.

SILVER STAR

Lt. Robert C. Anderson, Lt. Bernard F. Armstrong, Lt. John E. Asbugy,
Lt. Vivian Baxter, Lt. Merlyn L. Beischer, Lt Col George H. Blase, Lt,
Bruce R. Brian. S/Stg. Adolph M. Commers, Lt. Frank A. Cooper, Lt
farry B. Crisman, Capt Henry P. Rinch, Col.
{alpil P. Gentry, Lt Samuel Goldenburg, T Sgt Robert A. Heylum, S/Sgt
Marvin €. Hunt, 5/Sgt Joseph R. leraci, Lt Robert J. Knapp, Capt Nor-

Wright were the recepients of

Thomas J. Geat Jr.. Lt |

man L. Kohmescher, S Sgt Robert K. Kruse, 5/5gt Edward Kwit, T/Sgt |

Kenneth A. Leonardi, T/Sgt Willard C. Livingston, Lt Hemy J. Maeln-
vale Jr, Lt Elmer C. Meade, Lt Alfred C. Morton, T/Sgt James O’Neal,
Lt David A. Rasbach. Lt Ralpb A. Rude, S/Sgt Edward J. Shnurstein,
T/Sgt Donald W. Schwartz, Lt. Bernard V. Sermersheim, T/Sgt Sheldon
S, Silverman, Lt Henry N. Silvers Jr. Lt Col Arthur B. Swan, §/5gt Ha-

rold L. Tombre, Lt Col William A. Tope, Lt. Stanley C. Trivett, T/Sgt.

Wayne A. Walther, T/Sgt Robert E. Whiteside, Lt Elie M. Williams,

S/Sgt Donald D. Zumwalt. !
DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

Holders of DFC are Lt Jack M. Abbott, Sgt Leonard R. Adler,

T/Sgt Frederick E. Albright, Capt Raymond R. Aldrich, Lt. Louis Alexan-
der, Lt. William C. Alexander, Colonel Darr H. Alkire, Lt. James G.
Allen Jr, Major William C. Allen, Lt. Olaf A. Anderson, T/5gt John E,
Aulner Jr., Capt George I. Babits, Lt.: William L. Bache Jr., Lt. Bernard
L. Ball, $/Sgt Kenan A. Barrett, Lt. John B. Beam, Lt. Robert F. S.
Bischer Jr., $/3gt Joseph F. Beaulicu, T/Sgt Robert C. Behrens, Capt Jess
C. Bennett, Capt Lloyd M. Bentsen, S/Sgt Robert C, Best, 5/5gt Paul 8.
Biggart, Lt. Williard F. Bills, T/Egt Eli G. Bird, T/Sgt Jack W. Black,
Lt. James S. Black, Lt Lester II. Blackwell, Lt. Richard C. Blaisdell,.
Lt. A. O. Blanton, Lt Col George H. Blase, Lt. Norman E. Blomgren,
Capt William P. Bolt, Lt. Robert 5. Boren, Lt. Gilbert Bradley, 5/Sgt
John D. Brady, Lt Robert N. Brady, 5/Sgt Reginald W. Brown, Lt Ja-
mes H. Bunger. Lt. Ross L. Bugh, Lt. Henrion P. Buser, T/Sgt Oliver E.
Cameron, -Lt. Duffey A. Carter, Lr. Harry M. Carter, S;Sghr.{_Benny E.
Cellilli, S/Sgt. Clyde C. Chafin, T/Sgt Glenard O. Charman. ajor Tedo
R. Christian Jr. L1, Carleton C. Clabaugh, $/Sgt Donald Clark, 5/Sgt Jo-
seph F. Clark, T/Sgt Richard T. Clark, 5/5gt Andrew Clem, S/Sgt Her-
bert R. Clements, Lt. Wallace A. Coburn, Lt. Benjamin F. Coffey Jr., Lt
James C. Conroy. Sgt John T. Conwell, Lt. Paul D. Corkill, Lt. Francis
L. Creighton, Capt J. Thomas Cunningham, T/Sgt Richard J. Daignault
Capt Raymond J. Daugherty, Li. Leroy L. Davidson, Lt. Leland A. Davis,
Lt. Edward G. Deren, Lt. George 1. Ditzhazy, Lt. Clyde E. Driggers, Lt,
Ambrose F. Dudley, Lt. Joseph N. .Dunfee, Lt. Robert D. Easters, Lt
Donald S. Eaton. Lt. Kenneth E. Ebersole, Capt Costney R. Egan, Lt

sootinued to page 8 .

Cul. Alkire

Group Cagers Lose
In Overtime Tilt
The 449th, 47th Wing hasketball

champs, were ousted from the run-
ning for the 15th Air Force cham-
pionship Wednesday, Feb. 14 at the
98th Bomb Group gym when they
fell before the quintet from the 332nd
Fighter
period 52-51.

Tl Flying Horses
comumanding halftime lead of 28-17
on the .-la--lilllr;_' of Al
Bill Kor but blew it in the closing

Squadron in an  overlime

buile up a

Prieto and

quarters and the score at the end
of the regulation playing time was
45-45.

In the five-minute extra period

the Fighter five chucked in seven
one short. The winners were paced
in the scoring column by Forward
M: C. Long who tallied 17 markers.
Prieto contributed 18 for the losers
and Kor counted 14.

e e

T

Col. Fleischer Begins
3rd Year Overseas

Lt. Col Wade M. Fleischer, Salem,
Va., veteran of foreign service since
Dec. 21, 1942, has ably carried the
duties of Group Executive
with wisdom gained by the practical
experience of his past affiliations,

A graduate of Blackstone Uni-
versity, Ill., with a LLB degree, he
later . attended = Georgetown Uni.,
Wash., D. C.; taking a Post Gradua-
les course.

He bhecame gronp adjutant of the
376th Bomb Group, March 14, 1943,
through the intesive campaigns of
MNorth African and the Mediterra-
nean. Early in January 1944 Col
Fleischer assumed his present post
with the 449%h Group.

- He has been awarded the Legion
of Merit, the Soldier's Medal, and
the Distinguished Unit Badge with
3 Dak Leaf Clusters,

— ATTENTION —

At the present time
{ . GAB is restricted.
Until such time that it
is approved by the
censors, Its passage thru
the mails is prohibited.

Officer, |

SENSE!

Colonel Darr H. Alkire, became
commandant of the 449th Boinbard-
ment Group July 30, 1943. He ca-
me to this group from an sssigna-
ment as chief of Stafl at the First
Bomber Command then located at
Biggs Field, El Paso, Texas. It was
obivious from the outset that he in-
tended to realize an ambition--to
lead a group into combat.

His credo was always, “ Make
sense,” Col. Alkire was a colorful
character. He worked hard, flew
hard and plu}'l:l] hard. He was a
strict dihci'llirjuriall and brooked no
excoses, but fought for his men,
specially thiough out the days of
Almogordo, N.M., and Brunning,
Neb. He knew his assignment and
also the duties comprising the many
departments which make for a suc-
cessful group. His biting tongue
concealed a deep affection for his
men and amongst his enlisted men
there was a deep feeling of respect
for “the Old Man." He knew
what they were to face, he had no
illusions about what might be the
outcome if fate frowned, and it was
a prond Col. who returned from To-
peks, Kansas, to personally thank
the thousand of the ground
rnized
the fact it was through their effort
a fighting machine was molded and
only through tireless efforts in the
struggle to come would this group

men
echelon, for he [wrrrmulll. rec

| achieve its goal.

Doaring the month of Januvary
1944 his true leadership came to
the fore; It is there we remember
him sweating out chow lines with
us all, regardless how damp and
cold-- ‘or miserable the food, for he
shared alike be it good or bad.
come hell or high water.

As a combat 'eader he had mno
peer and his only fault if it may
be called as such, he wanted to fiy
them sll. He Hew 12 out of the first
nineteen and it was Aviano
that fate dealt our leader his last
mission. Consternation struck us all,
but a spontaneous tribute was paid
him when the general comment
lhrn!!gll out the base was “ I'll bet
the Jerries are regretting already
that they ever captured the Colonel .”

Good Luck Darr Alkire ! When the
liberating armies set you and other
gallant airmen free from your prison
camps we only ask that you do
not pass us by.

over
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Group Adjutant Began
Army Career As EM

Major James C. Petersen, group
adjutant, has been with the group
since date of activation,May 1, 1943.
The bulk of the paper work invol-
ved in the extensive (raining pro-
gram required in order to clear the
group for foreign service was ve-
sted in his competent hands and
through his efforts the Group has
been able to maintain an exceedin-
gly high administrative record of
efficieny in the 47th Wing.

Major Petersen has worked up
to his present position, the hard way
through the ranks, having enlisted
April 13, 1941, served as an enli-
sted man up to August 5, 1942,
at which time he was commissioned
a 2Znd Lieutenant after three months
training at Miami OCS.

Prior to his assignment with this
gl:nupglh: B:,m]:dcu Adj'lll‘tml with
the 3 m roup, Tu -
rizona. mIOé
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RAMBLINGS
DID YOU KNOW

Our present C.0. Major Shelby

MeArthur flew as first pilot with
Col. Darr H. Alkire over Mosiar,
Jan, 8, 1944..5/Sgt John Curr was
first to complete his missions. Classy
Chassis was first 1o complete 50
missions without an early return in
the group. T/Sgt F. Greenhalgh ex-
ordnance chief was the ooly mun
in the squadron to volunteer for the
praratroopers, now is u platoon leader
lighting in Belgian. Transportation
averages 30,000 miles per month.
‘I'he squadron’s enlisted men have
proven themselves one of the most
eflicent 1o come overseas, statistics
prove it. Col. Alkire flew Lurching
Urchin over Aviano when enemy
fluk told; now all of the ciew are
P. 0. Ws. L. R. Anderson and his
crew  received all the outrageous
treatment you might have read about,
by Bulgarians before they were freed
by the Russians. A 105 M M. shell
smashed into "43 exploding between
waist gunners T/Sgt English and
T/Sgt Milon with no damage to
either but a 9 ft. section out of the
midsection of the ship. This squa-
dron has participated in the destru-
ction of the Luftwaffe industry du-
ring early 44 was one of the main
cogs in the devastating attacks on
the Nazi oil source, making 11 mis-
sions over Ploesti (all synthetic oil
refineries  within  range, hit  Blee-
kheimer day and night, our planes
initinting n ght precision bombing...
Three of our operations officers,
Lt. Col. Arthur Swan, Major Harold
R. Loughran, and Major Lloyd Ben-
son became squadron C.0s. in the
group. Our squadron area was for-
merly a class 4 munition dump, ma-
inly dangerous American, English,
German and Italian munitions, Capt.
John B. Wright on his last mission

though seriously wounded and his
copilot fatally wounded over the

target brought his erew and plane
back safely, recciving the D.S.C.,
our nation’s second highest award.
This makes him the only living mem-
ber of the group to attain this ho-
nor. Capt. Edwin B. Gammell, squa-
dron medic, not only has treated
men in a crashed plane with ships
taking off a few feet above the
smashed Lib, but various sick calls
included  pets, proving himself
2 humanitarian. Janka is the only
original Ist Sgt. still in the group.
Capt. Wm. E. Reynolds was first
officer and PFC Walter J. Kramar-
czyck the first enlisted man to be
eligible for rotation with 24 months
continuous “service overseas. T/Sgt
Robert R. Crimmings was one of
the few to pass the W/O exams in
administration. Boith the E.M. and
Officer’s Clubs are among the finest
in the group. We have three men
who experienced Tojo’s sneak, Dec
7, 1941, M/Sgt Marion Turner,
T/Sgts Joe Wood and John English.
(Turner has flown owver 130 mis-
sions against the Japs). Capt. J. L
Reznik, group navigator, S/S5gt. Ray
Copley, gunner, and Major McArthur
are all original crew members still
on operational status. T/Sgt Herbert
Reeve has completed 75 missivns
with this squadron and is still active
as chief guonery instructor. We still
hold the lowest buzz job flown on
this field. The turret men have sel-

MAJORS SASS, McARTHUR HAVE
COMMANDED VERNON SQUADRON

Our Squadron Commander have
proven themselves worthy leaders
throughout the past 200 missions
not only in combat where they been
1o Regensburg, Munich, Ploest,
Toulon, Steyr and numerous others ;
but in the multiple duties involved
in such a command,

Mujor Edward J. Sass Jr., who
became squadron commander at its
activation in Tuecson, carried the
burden of O.T.U. training, with
the result that no serious injury
was sostained by the personnel
through its final phases. He recei-
ved his Captain’s bars prior to lea-
ving the states, later aflter several
months of combat attained his ma-
jority,

At the completion of hiz 50
missions, Major Sass was transfered
to Group Headquarters where he
became groap trainiug officer. He
recently has been asmgned to the
AAF Sub Commission of the Allied
Control of ltaly.

He has been awarded the D.F.C.

and the Air Medal with 4 Oak Leaf
Clusters, Also has been authorized
the Distinguished Unpit Citation

Balge with one Ouk  Leal Cluster.

Major Shelby MacArthur became
squadron C. O. following the tran-
fer of Major Sass. He carried on
the tradition of leadership set by
his predessor slong with a few in-
novations of his own, Carrying the
squadron to top honors in its many
duties.

He is one of the few men remai-
ning of the combat echelon who
arrived as an advanced unit on Dec,
21, 1943, at that time he was as-
signed to the 719th squadron where
he flew the group's first mission
with Col. Alkire over Mostar, Yugo-
slavia,

MacArthur then was transferred to
the 716th to become their opera-
tions officer ; Shortly after he step-
ped further up the ladder by being
appointed commanding officer of the
T17th,

He received the D.F. C,
gallantry over Steyr, Austris
the luftwaffe was smashed. He also
has received the Air Medal with
four cak leaf clusters, and also The
Distinguished Unit Badge with one
oak cluster.

fer his
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Cadets Change Commanders Twice

_Reéw; Holds Group
Mission Record,
Tallies 75

A glutton for flying the enemy’s
skyways seems to prevail within
T/Sgt. Herbert G. Reeve, La Salle,
1ll., who holds the group record in
the number of missions while a mem-
ber of this group. Reeve has com-
pleted 75 missions over enemy in-
stallations with out returning to the
Zone of the Interior.

He arrived early in March, 1944
as a replacement, flying as an ar-
morer gunner over such targets as
Styer, Bucharest, Ploesti and nume-
rous others,when cnemy fighters along

with flak were hazards to be rec-
koned with.
Upon completing his fifty mis-

sions with mary a scratch but many
near misses, became gunnery instruc-
tor and flew the perils of the gun-
nery range for several months. Soon
the monotonous grind with out thrills
palled on him. For he listened to
fellow gunners relate the anecdotes
of the day's mission and soon be-
came eager to be a part of it again.
He found himself wvolunteering for
an additional 25 missions as an
aericl photographer. Reeve completed
these with the same nonchalance
that typified his every day routine.
Upon finishing his 75 mission he
followed his usual pattern and refused
a trip home and became his squa-
dron gunnery instructor. His only
comment is, * Might as well fly
here as elsewhere,” whicl: does
make sense in a way.

dom been stumped. by mechanical
difficulty, right Mac? Weh ave man-
handled the most tonnage of bomb
in this group. Our outfit leads the
group in effective sorties 1943, have
sent 1640 ships out on missions,
lead the group with the least per-
centage of early returns, 5.19/, Sgt
Wm. Duke is responsible for the
fine carpentry work in the squadron
area yes, BUT FOR A WEE BIT
OF TARNISH WE HAVE HAD
A FINE SILVER LINNING IN OUR
OVERSEAS CLOUD.

Since its activation in May 1943,
only twice have the Commanding
Officers of the 716th Bomh Sgq.
changed.

Maj. “ Smilin ™" Jack Silverstein,
ex-hotel desk clerk and the initial
CO, led the fightin® 716th thru
phase training and commanded the
still green squadron during her first
109 missions against the enemy.
He directed the * Cadets” when
they were going thru their most
glorious and truly toughest period.
He CO'd the squadron on the tragic

Regensburg raids ana the citation
missions over Buocharest and the
Coucordia Oil Refinery. In  August
1943, missions completed, he re-

turned to the states, later becoming
Operations Officer of the Army Air
Base at Tonapsh, Nevada.

Early in August of 44, Msj.
Charles E. Harton (then Capt.) tran-
stered from the 719th to take over
the duties as CO of the T16th. A
tall, blonde, North Carolinian from
Charlotte, he ably and effectively
assumed command. Cheerful, wunas-
suming, indeed unique, Maj. Harton
was instantly at home in his new
surroundings. Whercas Maj. Silver-
stein had seasoned crews under his
command, Maj. Harton found his
combat personnel to be almost to-
tally replacements who had not the
benefit of being trained as a Squa-
dron unit. He sucecessfully tutored
the squadron thru 69 attacks over
enemy territory before completing
his combat tour. For his outstanding
professional ability and leadership
on the Budapest raid of June 26,
44, he was awarded the Distingui-
shed Flying Cross. Im honor and
remembranee of Maj. Harton, a se-
parate area of the squadron is now
known as Harton Heights.

The present commander, Maj.
Lloyd M. Bemtsan Jr., moved into
the pilot’s seat and grasped the

T16th * stick,” just as the squadron
celebrated its first year overseas. No
stranger to the 716ih, altho being
transferred in from the 717th, for
he was a member of the 16th du-
ring the latter part of July and the
oarfr days of August 44. While as-

Can't. page &

It was 1 cold, wet ltaly that con-
fronted the small handful of advance
ground echelon and the flight echelon
of the 716th when they arrived to

commence operstions against the
enemy. Faced with the task of kee-
ping fifteen planes in the air both
ground and crew men pitched in.
Eight combst missions were ac-
complished under such adverse con-
ditions before the ground crews
themselves arnived. Every man on
the ficld was busy during those
eight trips over enemy territory. Loa-
ding, repairing, maintsining, guar-
ding and flying the ships were all
in a day's (and night's) work those
first days. More often than not the
crews returned from one mission
only to start immediately preparing
for the next. Ofttimes without sleep
the crew-men would finish loading
bombs, refueling, repairing, of che-
cking the ship just before time for
take off on the next mission.
Finally, the ground echelon arri-
ved, bringing sorely needed tools,
equipment and men. Sleeping on
the cold stone corridor floors of the
Group buiEdin{_' the first night, they
awoke to find no brick barracks or
even tents awaiting them. Each man
shifted for himself, buoilding shacks
of sheets of tin and l--'l;,:_[;n;_;rf racks or
living in bomb shelters or pup tents.
The first squadron kitchen was a
small lean-to consisting of six sheets

of corrogated tin. The mess hall
was located in a vineyard with 1a
bles of planks resting on barrels

and winter winds chilling the stea.
ming coffee and permeating the bo-
nes of the men.

Then in February 44, fortune
smiled wpon them and they were
ordered to move to an area vacated by
a Night Fighter outih. Wood
barracks, stone buoildings, a motor
pool and all. Morale increased by
leaps and bounds. Squadron welders
soon had double-deck metal beds
in production and the nights of tos-
sing on cold floors and ground were

over. Gradually as their ingenuity
grasped each problem and solved
it, the squadron area took shape

and maximum comfort was attained.

Then in November, the catastro-
phic fire leveled four of the five
barracks. Rebuilding projects occu-
pied spure hours for several weeks
as the area rose from the ashes to
become once again a comfortable
home for the men of the 716th.
Many times the squadron has been
commended for the appearance of
the area and of the quarters of its
personnel.

Thro the 200 missions flown
by the squadron, the combat crew
men of the T16th have consistently
excelled in the performance of their
duties” Ample proof is found of
their quality when one appraises
the record they have accumulated
during the past fourteen months.
The guaners are proud of the'r own
and their crew’'s score in numbers
of fighters shot down The many
combat crew men of the 716th who
have been awarded the Distinguoi-
shed Flying Croes, the Silver Star
or the Legion of Merit and the
ground personnel who have been
presented the Soldier's Medal or
Bronze Star are further examples
of the high standards of profess
skill and courage.
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TODAY THIS column wil dierge fom the
usual * Gibberish , and confine ftsell strietly 1o
0 facts abaut the 491k Mol ‘:mull, It i be
lieved that the following ancedotes ate unkaown
10 the majority of the personnel of the group and
10 e bring theim to you in this, our 200 mis
ign e,

DURING THE PAST year quite & number of
our oy were delivered from prison camps located
it Ploesti anl Buchatest and the stories ihey had
1o tell were sometimes, bul not ofien, amwsing
sllh [ 1] Iljl Nlﬁ‘mllltullml Eluunqmm U&i\.‘llll!
who wore very lusge gold belt buckles. |r seems
that they had been warned thit Ametiean airusen
sighied on those buckles, 10 when our boys would
pay o lile air visit, these same oflcials would
usairap their belts and hide them, thinking our
bombers would be unable 10 it the et

THEN THERE WAS the one aboat the time
when we wire ]lmln:.g Buelarest and ihe Nazis
were looking for the nearest German fux hole,
Ten German sobdiers spotted an apen sewer bole
and piled tafo it anl were immediarely follaed
by one of vur 300 pausd bombs. Precislon bombing !

OR THE TIME that the Gerans caphured ono
of our bﬂm'l!lglllo bt ﬂJq did ot know how 1o
operate it 30 lhey called in one of tieir pris
ners, & W%th Bombardier, and ordered him 1
show them how, He uy,md anil I\rm:trllml o tike
the bombsight completely spurt. Alter speeading
the plm‘anoul 1,000 of them) all over the phice
be paluted sharply and told the Nazis that be
wouldn't pat it together again.

AND THE TIME the Russians entered Bucharest
and o fankful of Rusians piled Joto o restaurant
and after fimshing their meal stuted walking oot
without paying. The owner protested quie loudly
but the Russians said  We don't 1y for nl'l_b‘l|l g
Havea't we just eaptured this place?" And thev
marched proudly aut the door and inte thelr 1aik,
Thie owner rushed out of his place sbouting * Help,
Help, Police, ™ 30 the Nussians calmly bekel up
their tank anl drove it rght through the redtun
it Now we ko' wh the Germans keep relreatig

ON THE OTHER hand there was the sory
about one ofthe 7171h bays who bad 1o bal ut over
Bocharest and when he laded he had 113 wounds,
Yes, 113 wounds. The Nazis picked bim op ind
|||'u||H||| him to the place marked * Next butel 10
be buried” However, some of the pusoners ook
care of bim aud patehed him up prefty eficiently
Asa resalt be is afive today and iiching o ge buck
in the fght s soo bs be resuperates in the L. 5.,

ONE OF OUR lateligesce boys was interroge
ting & crew during the carly part of 1941 and
gne of the questions asked was * DIl you enco.
unfer any flak? " The reply * Sure we did and
ﬂmly of ft-right over Bai” It seems the pilot

d forgotlen his brefing instructions and was
almost shiot down over Bari, which ot that tim
wis nol (aking any chances with any type plane

THE ABOVE WILL give you an idea of sonr
of the fucidents which brighteaed the hours- of
some of ue in the past year, Let us hope they do
the same for you.

Wright Eams DSC Over Vienna

Captain John B, Weight, leading
the §17th over Vienna, brought
# MiseN:Moan ., on the bomb run
when suddealy n barrage of ik
blanketed hi plane, ripping out vital
instruments, smashing the nose of
the ship, knocking out N, 2 and 3
engines, During the barmge bis eo-
plot, Lt Robert W, Eaton, ws fo
tallyinjored, and Capt. Wright soffred
ping holes in lft arm and side, but
E:p: his Hight fntact dropping the |
boeabs an the target, He then called |
§/5gt Brady bis il gunner to ar |
sl him in place of hi coplot
During the return flight be was in
agony but il efused morghive and |

| ot times flew the sbip in o cemi

canscious condition, Not knowing his
corpilot was besond help, he notified
his erew that he was going to try
to land at a friendly held. Though
his plyip wan riddled amd two of his
enginies were ont he disregarded his
own Wounds and heroically set the
plane down with 10 further damage
10 his erew, himsell collapsing When
MiseeN-Maan rolled 10 a-stop.

Far this epical Hight Capt. Wright
was hanored with the Distinguished
Service Cross, our maton's second
ranking awad. Capt, Wright remains
the only living member of aur group
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Facts and Figures

Far this special 200 Mision ssue, this columa
I8 serving us a clearing house for the ficth s
fgores, el from all Departments comprsig
the group. In these dats ot 13 monthy of ope
rations are fevealed in @ new light-- ot only fn
lormation of o technieal nature, but aho liile

26, Owr choice for a p|||n' LU

20, Over the Al

28, Interrogating crew after mision

1. And some mare bomb sirkes

0. Joe E. Brown with Thad, one of our Photo bays
31, Gunrd checking 2 trp ficket [
32, Mud ltlghl continued

.ﬂ ]'-:FIH .\'.rlu:'r .Snwﬂl.)n men al wml;

4, Robia, another USO Jang low whitle
' That well knowa yiax

35, Shell tom 43

36, 1627 men on the ‘Llll

37, Liby hr.u“nu lome ‘

our fivor.

nh»tlr,

newspapers,

N

think.

odds and ends, ll mportart, vet too lifle naticed,

Dauring aur fest 13 monihs

Abssat 6,000 sarties were fown,

Gas consumed on operational s elone equ-
led the eapaciy of theee good sized tankes, enough
to displace in weight & battleabip the size of the
Texns plus a destroyer thrown in for good measure:

A mileage covered was over 6,000,000,

There were 22908,000 pounds of bombs drup:
ped on enemy targets, with railroad imatallarions
anid comminieal ans ahrorbing the lon's shre,

{har fonmers scored 200 vitories In fhe air,
the mtio of wint 1o losses Deing B 1o |

Mechanfer' note : There were 600 eigine chan.
ges accomplished,
51 used up over 5,000 eeamz cf paper (2,500,000

There were aver 0,000 medals and awards for
walor (of course, Air Medals and clusters figured
for aver 3.500] inlufing two DSC,

Non buono note s There were about a huodred
eoutts mattals, Len of them befng Geneeal lorlesquen,

Mal and Chow Hounds, plesse note, s you'll
o less barking: There were appraximately 2,700,000
méals dished oul, the total weight of which equa:
led the capacity of fifty 40 and s (box cars 1o you).

The #40th's third commander overseas, LiCol.
Juek L. Handolph, bas been serving since October
26, A Regular Army soldier, be has been in unic
form since 1931,

Over 3000000 letters were receivel during
this-period, 70,000 packages and close 10 130,000

Outgoing mail breakdown : There were over o
million and o hall etters plus 403,000 pareels sent
home (wauld you like to be a censor, Kuowing this?

Training Notes ¢ Jam Hundy, since sartiig ope-
rations, has run enough flim through its maching
1o stretch from the base 1o Regenshurg.

Orer o million rounds of & 50 eal. shells have
been used in the training of new erews,

Here's a spectal note for your fellows who worry
yourselves abaut the national debi:

Did you know that aver 3,000,000 dollurs has
been paid to members of the group during the
past 13 months

What cigstelle shartage are you talking about #

ThelXhas distribted over 1,120,000 packsof but,

Over 200,000 miles bave been covered by
the  transportation. boys of the group e the
equivalent of 80 rips wround the world,

Approvimately 6,000 publicity items were pent
home 1o aewspapers.

This calumn took longer ta write than you might

Croup Checked Enemy Advance at Anzio

Auother red letier day for the
0ih Bomb ﬂmup wis Jan 2,
1944, when s big bombers came
1o the aid of our hard 'I"M 1roopi
wlio were battling for every inch of

[ ground bt fourd themselves against

numerically superior cnemy hordes
forcing them toward ihe beach and
Iis precious foothald at Antio,

Uur planes were called opon fo
alter the situation If humanly pos
e, The yroared north 1o bomb the
coustal roud af Te racina, lialy, and
the adjoining hillsides. Disregarding
the intense flak they bombed with
such pinpoint accaracy that the bro-
ken up bighway ond land slides

tumbling from the billsides, cansed
by the devastating missles, stopped
the Nazi armored forces from ade
vancing 10 check the beach head,

It was with pride the men 1
ceived notice at o later date com:
mending their cooperation and accu-
racy for desroying the encmy's
chances ot Anio.

The AC defines oo “nce™ ms
one who shoote down five or mere
eneny aiterall, “and 40 the defni-
fits 44%th Gunmer, §/5g F A
Crambaugh of the 716th, Gram:
baugh becarid @ ice * when be

dovoed  Nai ples Lt sping,



EAGLE TALK

Two hundred missions ago is a
long time... and many bombs have
been dropped... Things have hap-

pened... sometimes fast sometlimes
not so fast... The T18th, a hnished
procduct of the AAF.. left the good
old USA tc become a spark in the
big flame and and bas been burning

w's wax toward V day for the past
fourteen months, All  departments
of the 7T18th have, like the other
squadrons, experiewnced muany trials

and tribulations and it is with jee-
lous pride that we look back with
a feeling of a job well done. Each
department has had it's highlights
and all have gone toward the ma-
king of a smooth running machine;
therefore, the spotlight cannot
upon & single department or person.
Fer this reason we have selected
the means of reminiscing with the
belief that more of what has  gone
before may caovered in
manner,

rest

by

JUMBLED MEMORIES

The day we arrived cold, hungry
and with foot loug hangovers... Clar
first night in the grove... Welch
and his makeshift kitchen... The
long chow line under a blanket of
stars at god knows what hour in the
morning... Those nightly urinations
when the frost was on the vine and
the damn dampness damp...
Poc Conway's warnmings about utili-
angz the avea when some were fucky
o even make it past the
Smitty and his whisde... Early
ming breifings hours
lakor at might... “EYETIES "
along the tiack selling  PURPLE
DEATH,” lamps, eggs, nuls and
oranges... The issue of an additie-
nal blanket but still cold as the
well known welldigger's buttocks...
Qur first casualty... 006... Machine-
gun Worthington and his fteen pa
ratroopers... Lt. Bullis" famous mid-
night dash on our first red alert...
The day tragedy struck with a heavy
band... 605, 217, 730 blasted from
the blue and only a few chutes seen
to open... Followed the next day by
the loss of Coi. Alkire... 19 mis-
sions 1a 23 days.

KEMEMBER ?

was

door...

Hor-
and long
The

Palm Sunday and = YE- OLDE
RUGGED CUNSE "... John Black
and his circus.. WOODSCHOPPER
and the LOVELY HEADS.. Jim
Wade and his 100 ociane * BOOM-
BOOM ... The BY-FONG CLUB...
The four nights in succession when
Jerry flew over... When Kilpalla
fell in the well.. When Capt. Chu-

dyk took over the line.. DeHasa

coming home natural with O'Hara
helping Lim .. BIG NOISE FROM

KENTUCKY, RACY TOMATO and-

QUEEN BEE... The night the squa-
dron club opened... The time Joe
Schwariz mistook Major Ogden for

Bafia.
BUIE

this |

of |

| a3 he soon was desigzr

MAJOR ALLEN, FOURTH TO SERVE
AS 719th COMMANDING OFFICER

I a'n‘ar—O:mner Maiees
His Own News

When an editor makes his own
news, perhaps it's like a men bi-
ting a dog, but if such is the trmh,
Staff ‘Sgt. Fred E. Clever, of the
GAB staff, did it the hard way- get-
ting himself injured by flek on the
Group's mission to Zagreb last week.

Clever’s plane, from the 718th
squadron, had just deposited its bombs
on the target when Clever involun-
tarily made himsell newsworthy., A
fak, roughly 1wo inches
in diameter, whizzed past the bom-
bardier, knocking off his helmet
its flight and then buzzed towards
Clever's nose turret position.

The gunnereditor was locking st

prece of

the  ozone, contemplating another
safe trip. home, his foce pressed
close to the turret glass. The Hak
fragment came so close to his face

that it lefi
cheek, and

scratches his right
expended itselfl in whi-

on

stling out of the turret window, lea-
ving a sizable hole in s wake,
Qutside of a scare--naturally--and

indication
scratched by a sharp-clawed
warse for

a face which gave every
of being
cat, Clever was none the
his experience.

(Editor's MNote : This

Iem wus

| =coop 1 out at the interrogation of
crews and was in no way instigated,
snggealed d or otherwise futhered by

the aforesaid Clever, who wouold ra-
ther forget it all. His might
have other wleas gbout the scratched
face.)

T

wife
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Cadets Change -

s, frm page 3

wox t

T17th his unusual lea-
ability proved his worth
ted ms a fligh
commander and promoted to the grade
of Caplain. A quiet, imperturbable
Texan, manner solicits the
respect of the personnel uwnder hia
command. Thus far over 25 sortics
over Ndazi installations have been
made by the T16th under his expe-
rienced leadership. Maj. Bentsen also
has been awarded the Distinguished
Flyimg Cross, his for extraordinary
professional  skill and devotion te
dutly while on a mission nver St
Valentines on 16 Oct. 44.

signed to the
dership and

his very

o

Three COs

The 16th Day of Auvgust, 1944
was an ill-fated one for the men of
the 718th for the squadron's firat
commanding officer, Major William
Nosker; gave his life in the invasion
of Sourthern France on  that day.
While flying as an instructor pilot
with the I‘gslh Bomb Group, the
B-24 in: which he was flying crashed
and every man aboard lost.

Major Noaker was a former All-
American guard for Ohio University
and-an all around athlete — a pe-
pular leader, well liked by both the
enlisted men and by his fellow
ufficer,

His wsIe- resides with his brother,
Rabert Nosker, who has just recently
arrived im this theater of war as a
copilot on a 777th squadron libe-

rator. = -

During tlu: previous ]n]y, Major
Rexford E. Tompxkins had ‘sncceeded
jor Nosker as officer

- the

Have LLed 718th

|  Ewvery bomb group has its intro-
| ductions, memorable characters and
backgrounds that live thraughout the
| rveflecting pages of Army Life. Thus
| continuing with the 719th Bomb
Squadron  story in its participation
of the 200th Bombing Crusade from
this Dialian Theater of Operations
is andded another incident in  the
personage of Major William C. Allen,
| a former University of Georgia sto-
| dent, Squadron Commander number
4, who in his matter of fact way
and down to earth characterization
among the * Primo cum Multi™
has blended together the closing pa-
ges of the treasurous highlights in
the T1%h for the year 1944,
| Maujor Allen, who originally was
assigned 1o this Squadron with his
own crew directly from U.S. A. in
Sept 29, 1944, followed shortly
after in the footsteps of former CO
Major Harold R, Loughran (on ro-
tation) who previousy succeeded Lt
| Col Arthur B. Swan. presently ad-
ministering his duties at MTOUSA
Headquarters. Incidently Lt Col Swan
during his time well-liked
personality and received high praise

was o

for the organizational functioning
Par Excellence of the T19th afier
the tragic death of the original Com-
manding Officer Captain  David E.

Councill, who was killed enroute 1o

this theater

Considering  the short intervals
that former commanding officers
performed their duty in the 719th
Bomb Squadron, Major Allen has
practically equalled the months in
command. His sggressiveness and
intimate concern for the personnel

manner of
considerable

along with his colorful
performance has rated
altention.

Prior to his entry into the Army,

Major Allen held a  eivilian Pilots
License, for the years 1939 to 1941
He received his commission as X

Licutenart in the Reserve
16, 1942, completing 4
wansition training at Maxwell Field,
Alabama, He was promoted to the

grade of .\l:l]ur. February 19, 1944,
The Ti9th Squadron’s Orienta
tion Stady Hall under the guidance
of l.npluln “:l_'-'rlhlrld B. Nelson,
squadron adjutant and orientation
officer, and Cpl. Joseph Stephe
orientation NCO; made iis mmal.

| debut this week.

gress  along its usual “ ALL OUT
LINE." Major Tompkine is a native
Pennsylvanian He joined the squa-

dron back in Bruning, Nebraska as
Operations Officer, succeeding Captain
Reirson at that post. After comple-
ting his tour of duty, he became
an Assistant 1o the )\saisianl of Staff
15th Air Force.

Major Charles E. Jordan, our pre-
sent CO, arrived from the states in
September and took charge of the
squadron on October 18, Born in
Brooklyn and reared in Pittsburgh,
Major Jurdan has more or less lived
the life of a nomad. At present his
wife is residing in Dumount, New
Jersey with their two children, one
of whom was born after the Major
assumed charge of the 718th. Thro-
ugh his affable manner and unque-
stionable fairness he is held in
esteem by his men and bids fair to
become the most popular comman-

mﬁmmmh yet had.

BUT DEFINITELY

You all remember the 5. 5. Har-
vard-nightly strolls around the deck

as ship plodded itz course slowly
and quietly-the Rock of Gibralier-
The eager faces expressed as you
scrambled from below deck 1o gaze
at the isle of Capri-Warlike feeling
influenced by the numerows explo
sions while docked in the harbor of
Naples-the unforgettable marbile floors
at the swaging area accompanied by
the wierd groans and snoring lunes
of 449ers cramped in the open-aic
rooms-Uoh my back The colorful in-
digns who slept on the Hoor above
and who wiolated all the rules of
“ etiquette ' all ovah the building-
Connosieurs of crabs-Sgt Tiny Flor-
sheim directing o symphony of lost
o 3‘1_\ lsland Rose®'
Indians sat down in a circle
ull  session.
* 35 miles
Lveryone talked
Raymond B.
and S/5gt Jes
introduced the
nllernoon,

voices in
as the
on the floor haviog a
Usual exXpression
from the fromt™
about spaghetti-Capt
Nelson, (Adjurant)
(well done) P
ltalinn Lira that
I'he the base under

direction of Major Rabedeau,
exec officer, with Lt. Cromwell dri-
ving ** lead truck " - K rations knoe-
king the hell out of sensitive sto-
machs-Arrival at  the fheld-MUD
everywhere-Raining  like hell-The
urge to pack up and go home-The
flowing streams passing through oor
tents as the ** rains came.”” No  sto-
vesjust your unmentionsbles to keep
YOu wWarm.

'.l.llll-l'_\'

us

L L

convoey o
the

The sweating out of chow lines
for hours at a time with wvarious
rank no difler-ounce-drderly room

gel up in clerks living quarters-Mess
St Goulart serving his customers in
his  open-air . Crews
Hying daily missions, and setting up
their tents in spare time-rough. The
colorful Capt Gentry, Lt Fergus,
Capt Meade, Woodle and Capt Po-
link, former operations officer who
bailed out over Ploesti and returned
in that greatly publicized * Escape
From Buchurest.”

That sorrowful doy when five of
our ships did not retoroThat  one
summer night when a plane explo-
ded with its bombs and rocked the
enture area into foxholes-Time really
made some changes too much to
get all in print-Lt Grommon on DS
to the states for gunnery purposes.

dir riginal

That likeable Lt. St Johns, bomb.-
sight officer transferring 1o the pa-
ratroopers  becauss  life  was  too

easy-Bomb loading '« night Enlisted
man’s club finally becoming a rea-

lity-A new mess hall-officer’s club
everything booming with activity-
719th really activated-Lt Col Swan

trid to MTOUSA headquarters-1st Sgt
Wiess completes mussions, now an
avn cadet New crews.some going
some coming-Capt Hicks enginesrin
officer succeeded by Lt Norwo

Lt Anderson trfd to another wing-
The former ballheaded Archer of
ordunance now at 450ib.-Dec 5th re-
membeted by all ground erew mem-
bers as a sad day when M/Sgt Par-
rish and Sgt Nosse crushed to death
in an accident. The first 200 mis-
sions stores up many memories for
one to s about in the T19th-
rough were the days endured I;{
all. What is accomplished now to

effort and time. sgi. Wandg(QBxon
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(Editor’s Note -- Duc to lack of
time and space we regret that we
can not list a chronological account
due to each section and name all
members of each staff be they en-
listed men or commissioned officers,
past and present.)

The completion of the group's 200
missions has been accomplished only
through the effort and cooperation

of every department in the group. |

The engineering department has
earncd sincere commendation  from
the General Staff many times for
their excellent efliciency in retur-
ning and repairing planes  so that
this group always maintained maxi-
mom effort. Captains Bolton, Cope,
Chudyk, Hicks, Norwood and their
complete stafls may well be proud
of their record.

To operations and their complex
assignments with out which the mis-
sions could wot have been accom-
plished, Lt. Col. Knox, Major Ba-
bits, Captains Johnson, Bosworrth,
Pulley,McKee and their respective per-
sonnel the group’s success owes much.

Commuuications, which started
from scratch and kept pace with
the rapid improvement of radio and
its sensilive counterparts, along with
its many other duties o numerous
to mention, reflects great credit upon
Capt. Donovan, Jones, Kessler, Val-
dez, Sherman and their competent
crews of taxchnicians,

Indirectly responsible for the tar-
get's destruction due to  the lethal
cargo flown by our liberators, is
Ordnance, comprised of bomb spe-
cialists and weapons mechanics who
have not only given the enemy ¢ m-
plete blast affect through their know-
ledge of H. E., but achieved a re-
markable fest during the past many
months by not baving a single ac-
cident due to the mishandling of
these tons of destruction. Capt. Run-
kle, Lts. Dunn, Brown, MeNulty,
Hake and all their ordonance men
may well be proud.

The intricate structure of the
Ill.‘llll"ﬂ Lurrels nr]-l pruti.‘l‘t-vc armas-
ment and the placing of bombs in
bays, has been armament’'s work.

Strong Spokes Make a Strong

Combat men have owed their sa-
fety to the turret specialists and
armorers when enemy planes were
roaming the skies, Capts. Cline,
White, Kreps, Beckley, Lt. Barbour
and the night owls of armament are
but other spokes in the 4491h wheel.

The medics bhave always been
unfarly considered holders of cushy
jobs in the army, but again our
group personnel have maintsined the
high standard featured by other
branches of the armed forces. Me.
dical sections have proven their cou-
rage beyond a doubt, to cite a
instance when a  plane
sh=d D.Day of southern France, the
medics were on the scene and
amidst thousands of gallons of high
oclane gas roaring into an inlerno
and exploding bombs, they eniered

thia Lell and rescoed a survivor. They |

fly combat missions and have suf-
fered losses. All this and sick calls
too. Major Petterson, Scolt,
Cammell, Conway, Badami and their
staffla huve been the main factor
of our physical well being.

Capis.

cra: |

Wheel

Maoy men which have become
chicf factors in the success of the
group and without which this unit
could not have cxisted as an orga-
nized ountfit: Deputy Group C. O. Lt
Col. Edward L. Van Allen; Squa-
dron Executive Officers, Majors Fi-
chte, Yandle, Ogden and Rabideau;
The group chaplain, Capt. Thos. J,
McNamara; Mr. George M. Kennedy
of the ARC; The men in the or-
derly rooms; To the men who have
daily fed aod sustained us, for
theirs was no easy task in the bleak
months following our arival. All
transportation units who are on call
24 hours a day and manage to keep
all wvehicles in  running condition
are not spectacular in their efforts
but are o vertubrae in the backbone of
that which harassed the enemy from
the air. To S:2 and the Photo sec-
Headquarters  (the
hub round which all sqouadrons must
revolve), to the officers and Enlisted
men, the group is definitely a sym-
bol of your astuteness. Strong spokes
muke a strong wheel

tion along with

The Saga of Pistol Packin' Mama

Her guns knocked out, one byy
one, two engines disabled, the Libe-
rator bomber “Pistol Packin® Mama
kept firing umtil she had written a
flaming wvaledictory across German
skies. The saga of her crew has
been heiled as a record aeriul feat
of the war. The gallant crew kno-
cked 15 Nazi planes out of the sky
in one engagement. As belits her
pame, Pistol Packin® Mama went
down lighting, but only aflier she
had fought off every enemy attack and
carried her crew tofriendly territory.

The date was February 25 of last
year and the target was Regensburg,
site of Nazi aireraft factories, Set
vpon by swarms of enemy fighters
and hit by rockets and canunon-firing
enemy planes, she, nonetheless, flew
on to the assigned target-an aircraft
factory. Her bombardier loosed ex-
plosives which destroyed cnemy
planes in the making. Then, escorted
by another Liberator which shot down
3 more tormentors, * Pistol Packin

Mama " headed for home, but
couldn’ quite make it and ber crew
was forced to bail out

This is her honor roll crew :
lot: Znd Li. GILBERT F. BRADI
co-pilot: 2Znd Lt. ANSON F.

GHES; navigator: 2nd Lt JOSEPH

Pi-
"i -

P. MeM MEN ; bombardier :
lst Lt. KENNETH E. EBERSOLE;

unners: 5/5gt. HERBERT R. CLE-
MENTS, 5/Sgt. IRVING J. MILLS,

S/Sgt. ROLAND J. PRESCHER,
T/Set. JOSEPH W. MONTAGNA,
PAUL S. BIGGART, FRANKLIN

A, CRUBAUGH.

And this is what ** Pistol Packin®
Mama " and her boys went thru on
that fateful day : Approaching the

target the bomber was set upon by

rocket and cannon [iring hghter.
Below, Nazi anti-sircraft battenies
sent up a curtain of steel. No. 2
engine was disabled, the bomber

lost speed and enemy hghters were
closing in llu:_]g.;n.':'j].:r on the strag-
gler for the kill. But the guns of

HU. |

the Lib blazed away with all they
had. Biggart methodically picked
of 3 Ju 88" and one Me 210 as
the bomber started her run over
the target. A Nazi shell picrced
Biggart's compartment and he was

killed. In a matter of seconds ano-

ther shell exploded inside the plane |

under Clements seat. It knocked out
Clements’ guns and the turret ope-

rating system. Then Prescher was
hit. All the while Mills fought off
a score of enemy planes., IHe was

holding his own wntil another shell
disabled the tail turret hydracke

system., A machine gun buliet per- |

ced Mills' coveralls and struck
door. Undaunted, Mills left

the
the di-

sabled turret and took up Prescher's

unmanned gun in the waist. After |
dropping his bombs, Lt. Ebersole |
manned Biggart's gun. :

leaned down from lus top turret to
check his ammunition. At that mo-
ment an enemy shell tore away half
the wurret dome -- where Montagna's

head had been the iustamt  before.
Another shell struck the ball turret
elevation gear, Miraculously it didn't
explode, but disabled the automatic
mechanism in the turret -~ the last
one in  operation but Grubaugh
kept firing away the
turret manuslly.

A Liberator |li|.ulltll |r}' Ist Lt
EUOWARD V. DRINAN bad com-
pleted it run, and observing that
 Pistol Packin® Mama " was in
trouble dropped back to offer what
wrotection he could. The two bom-
L"‘!’.‘: fought side-by-side for more
than hour with enemy planes swoo-
ping down like buzzards for the
kill. Then the heroic bomber’s num-
ber 1 engine gave out. Limping
along on only 2 engines * Pistol
Packin" Mama ™ lost alutude rapidly,
but by now she was over friendly
territory. There her crew was forced
to bail out. Moments later * Pistol
Packin® Mamua™ died like the great
laJdy she was.™

by
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449th Men Earn
5,459 Decorqtions

cantinneld ltem prgr 3

Frank E, Eliot Jr., Li. Richard Epgelhoardi, T/Sgt John H. Eoglish, Sgt
George Epreminn, 5/5gt Byron F. Erwin, Lt. Julius Fabian, Li. Rsy R.
Faust Jr., L1, Hartford Fees, 1/5gt Arthur A. Ferruro, Copt Henry P. Finch,
Lt. Michael R. Fiordsliso, T/Sgt Richard ), Foley, Lt Joe B. Foster, Capt
Felix C. Fowler,” Lt. William M. Fr edberg, L. William F. l'-lLrthlE:_. L.
Chester D). {:pga'. _'\HF_I'III Gaolletta, Colonel Thomas J. Genr. Jr.®,
T/Sgt Earl P. Gonman, Capt Murtin E. Gormley, Li. Byree Gray Jr., Copt
Herbert W. Greenbalg Jr., 5/5gt Frankhin A, Grubagh, Thomas R,
Guinan, T/Sgt Raymond W. Guino, 5 Sgt Thomaes 1. Heger, Lt. Jobn
Halvorsen, Li. Alphonse F. Hanlev. Lt. George W. Harlan Jr., Lt. George
Hartman, Lt. Paol R. Harper, Li. Robert €, Hartman, Capt Charles E.
Harton, Lt. Floyd H. Haywood Jr., TySgt Wilburn M. Henley, Li. Harold
F. Hemy, TiSgt George H. Higgins, Major George M. Howard, Lt Wil-
liam H. Hoyi, Lt. Anson F. Hughes, 5/5gt Marvin C. Hunt, Lt Joseph
R. Hydsr, Lt. Albert . Issacs, Lt. Vincent K. lIsgrigg, Lt Marvin Ivers,
Lt Arthar C. Jﬂ.L'l..lIl}'. Li. Victor B. Jensen, Lt. Hila K. Johnson, Lt. Wil-
son H. Jones, Lt. Kenneth E. Kaplar, S/Sgt. Albin (&, Karlik, Lt. Manuel
Kauflman, Lt. Robert A. Kennelly, Lt. Cecil E. Kiperd, Li. Kenneth E.
Kipsinger, Lt. Arnold Kobler, Caplt Norman 1. Kohmescher, Li. Edward
M. Kolek, Lt Stephen Kll-.!.l- 551 Thomas Lambie, Sgt Walter J. Lar.
combe, S5/Sgt Cormelius A g Lt, Morman | Lawrence, T/ Sgt John
Ledbetter, Lt. Robert L. Levenson, Lt Justin S. l_e'\:\. L1, Donald P. Lid-
dycoat, Major Dale Lincoln, Maujor Horold R. Loughran, Lt Harry Mahoney,
Capt Frank W. Meark, Li. Galon H. Matlory, Lt. Beriram Mann, Lt. Ray-
mond A, Mangp, L. Williamm K.Mann, Capt Herbert DL Morting L. George

&
Sgl.

Ve,

P. Mason, S /Sgt. Ilvan Maynard, Major Shelby MeArthur, Lt Lawsence |
R, McCouol, Li. Mobert R. McGlasson®, Lt. William F. McGrath, Li. Earl
Mel.eod, L. lli-—i'llll F. MeMemmen, T,/Sgt Lloyd R, MceNeil, L. Elmer

Mellor, Lt. Marvin J. Messenger, S .";;_:t Clarence
liller, Lt. John J. Miller, Lt. John W. Miller,
Mills, 5/Sgt Irving J. Mills, T/Sgt
Lt Alexander B, Molmar, T/Sgt
Mugler, Lt

C. Meade, Lt. Ernest P,
L. Mezo. 5/5g1 Donald K.
Lt. Robert K. Miller, Lt. Edward .
William Milor, Capt. James W. Minow,
Joseph W. Mootagne, Lt Allred C. Morton, Lt- Warren F.
Morton K. Nafiolin, :;'r:t Louis M. Newland, Lt l:.‘l}'lﬂ“l]ll E. Nicholson,
S;Sgl Einar ), Miklason, 'lll.‘;gl Thoralf N. Nilson, Lt. Richard C. Noel
Jr., Major William €. Nosker Major Paul R. Nupgeor, Li, Harold A. Oien,
Lr. William S. Oliver, Lt. John W. Olson, Lt. Hward E. Orgera, S5t
Rohert K. Parsons, Capt Stephaz: Pater, T/Sgt Milton Peisher, Lt. Anthony
Perdicas, Lt. Horold Perkins, Capt Willtamm R. Pecks, Lt ]L‘nﬂ Peterson,
Lt. John P. Plaocko, Li. Gordon E. Powers, S/Sgt Roland J. Preshher,
'r;’ﬁgl_ Jose ph F. Price, Sgt Jesse W, Priest, Lt. Col Jack L. “n[lll-:l.ph.'
T/Sgr Herbert G. Reeve, 55gt Andrew E. Reis, Lt, Cornelivs A.
sdorf, Frank J. Rezsk, Cpt. Joseph I Reznick, Li. Glenn E. Rogers*®
Norman €. Rogers, Li. Arnold Ross, Li. Marvin T. Ross, Lt Martin S.
Rouse, Lt. Paul J. Russell, Li. Vernon M. Ssmuelson, 53gt Walter C.
Sanders, S/5gt Nick Santos, Major J. Sass,® 5/Sgt Charles J. Schroer, L1,
Jack C. Schulz, Lt Jerry F. S Lt. John E. Seroges, S/Sgt Lester
E. Seebeck, 5/52t William W. Sheldon, Copt I ard S. Shlomberg, Lt
||c-||;), { & ,"Ilj\"l.ur.;_:h‘, . Walter Siewert, S !\"_:I illinm A, Simmerman,
T/Sgt Ben B, Smith, L. Lloyd J. Smith Jr., 5/Sgt Vernon L. Smith, L.
Robert E. Sondeen, T, Sgt Isanc M. Spence, Lt. “l.l)‘ [ 3 Sl.l.llr"\-'_ Li. Sian-
ley A. htt'ilu'.!nlll. Lt. Harold A. Strack. T SI-_:I James 1. Stoart, Li. Ro-
bert D, Sundfor, Lt. Col Anhar B, Swan, T/S John Szablinski, L1
Frank Temchhulls Jr., 1 nes 5. wjor Hextord E. Tl.unl-l,:ll,
Major William A. Tope, apt Floyd H. Trogdon, Lt. Thomas N. Turner,
Capt Donald P. Ulman, T/Sgt Edgar R, Yan Keuren, Capt Cornelivs G,
Van Schoor, T Sgt Frank E. Visciglia, 5/5gi John 5. Walters, Lt. Wallis
L. Webb, Li. Howard K. White, L. Andrew C. Widness, Li. Carl W.
Wiles, Capt Rebert L. Willding, 5/Sgt Robert W, Williams, Capt Joha
W. Wood Jr., Joseph E. Zink.

Lt

Scroges
SCroggEs,

SOLDIER'S MEDaAL

Sgt Malcom. O, Adams, S Sgt ). €. Alexsnder, Sgt Jobn
Sgt Sherman F. Ashby, Capt Willism H. Conwey, Sgt Emil M.
5/5et Sherman W,  Dreiseszon, Lt Joseph
Fritz Lt. Robert L, Geuens, Cpl Wallace 5. Huegel, Cpl Herman Ingram,
Ple Edward G, Lutek, Cpl Allon I’ Lee, T/Sgt Charles W. Manion, {jp!
"ulph A Mariflano, T/Sgt Richard E. Marshall, Sgt Milo E. McDowell,
T St Barthomlo Peluso, Lt. William R. Perks, Lt. Edward A. Rabbitr,
T/Sgt Richard L. Rutledge, Ple Joseph C. Saccone, T/Sgt  Scbastian P.
Salustro, Capt Earl S0 Scott, Sgt Anthonx J. Senatare, 5/5gt Carroll Smith.

BRONZE STAR

M/Sgr Bill Baker, Mojor Edward A. Bartlett, Pvt Victor U.Bayers,
Lr. Cnis ). Bolton, T'5gt Henry M. Bordin, M/Sgt Mart B. Bowen J.,
M/ Sgr Walliam G. Braden, T/Sgt Melvin S. Cook, M/Sgt Milton B. Coou,
Cap' Eddje A. Cope, Lr. Charles ]. Crowe, Lt. Edward V. Drinan, M/S;
A P. DuPont, T/Sgt Edward Forrest. M/Sgt Paul F. Floyd, Lt Gltnsgf
Hake, M/Sgt Charles M. Herzog, Capt Howard W, Hicks Jr., M /Sgt Mor-
ris P. Johnson, M/Sgt Bernard Kessler, T/Sgt Vietor R. Krick, T/Sgt
Terry). Lavergne, T Sgt Melvin W, Lintleton, Capt Chester F, Lorillnsd,
T/Sgt Loren W. Massey, M/Sgt Hany E. May, M/Sgt Willism D. Par-
rish, Sgt Charles W, Putnam, T/Sgt Geo E. “mhtnq‘nrg. M/Sgl Do-
pald R. Sharff, T;5gt Alfred H. Sildar, M/ Willinmm F. Treadway, Ty
Nunzio Tripaldi. M Sgt Earl 0. Vian, Lt. Hollie A. Wilkes, Sgt Jose

H. Yengst.

R. Allen
Donato,
N. Dunfee, 5/Sgt Louis E.

Rei- |

‘COLONEL GENT, GROUP CO

DURING CITATION ATTACKS

Completes 200...
sum’s Troem pege 1

the only .—hip-a 10 go over the largel

Colonel Thomaes ). Gent, Jr., the
group’s second commanding officer,
vow on Jdetached s=rvice back bome,
a<sumed comm nd of the 449th wu
Feb. 2, 1944. He was our leader
during the action filled days of last
spring and summer, personally leading
the missions to Ploesti and Bucha-
rest, for which our Distinguished
Unit Citations were awarded.

A carcer soldier Col. Gent. was
hora ni Mi. Vernmon, N. Y. omn
March 12, 1911. He gradoated from
the National i’:rl-;-rntnrl\ School in
1930 and from West Point, where
be participated in track, fencing,
squash and swimmiog, with the class
of June, 1935. He won his wings
st Randolph Field, Tex., in 19306,
after which be commenced a long
and illustrious carcer us a pilot and
edministrative officer

He was aide 1o Msjor Gén. Geor

H. Brett, commander of the USAAF

and with no fighter escort, N- -
The second Tlllll citation was a- in the Carribean, based at Panama,
‘ y Q: QA :
warded for the destruction of the | :;I: I‘Ijtj(_{::: [.“ :i _j'_*' or;n] l}l."':" .:_""_" ed
Concordia Vega oil refinery the se- '._.l“‘_' "._’J",r . A.Irf:lrk ‘.l""l .'!j.j' ILI;I;-
cond 1irgest in the Balkaus. As nur | =y i e iF 3 -
altacking forces fless over Ploeati | S later Assistant A-3 of the West

the heavy smoke screen and clouds

of Ak bursts, plus fighter opposi-
| tion cauvsed other units 1o seek al- |
ternate ets, The 449th stayed |
on its o and dropped its bombs |
without v aid on ithe the reh- |
nery th X evastating
sccuracy, writing the largest re-
tinery i Pl Ihiree bom
bers were lost due to anti-aircraft fire.
The 449th has had three com-

munding officers during its illustrious

stay in lwaly. The first was Col.
Darr H. Alkire who brought the
group 1o Iely and went down a
fighting ler over Aviano and la-
ter was reported a prisoner ol war
Second to command the group was
Col. Thomas ) Gent Jr.,, now on
detac! ed service, and the current

commanding ollicer, 18 Lt. Col. Jack
L. Randolph.

The group bas had many intere-
sting experiences but one that will |

: - |
remain uppermost in our minds will

be the condition of the base when |
we ook over, it was almost un-
believable to think a B-24 could
take off. They did, and repeated the
task dey by pay until a suvitable
runway wa bolt. Remarkable as

it may ssem, there was never a se-
rious under condi-
tions,

accident those

Coast Training Command and execu-
tive to the Assistant Secrerary of
War for Air.

A graduate of the Royal Air Force
Empire Central Flying School, Col.

Gent commanded the 302nd Bomb
Group m1 Clovis, N. Mex., and Lan-
gley Field, Va., prior 1o coming
OVErseas,

His decorations include the Silver
Star, Distinguished Flying Cross
with one OQusk Leal Cluster and the
Air Medal with three clusters.

Col. Gent's wife, the former Jeanne
Godshall, Californin™s woman®s cham-
pion rodeo star, lives at the C Bar G
Ranch, Victorville, Calif.

ARC

Runs Snack Bar

Two American Red Cross lasses,
Kitty Kitchell an | Lillian O’Brien,
who both hail from New York City,
have recenty taken over the super-
vision of the thriving port city snack
bar, Sgt. Marvin Stewart will conti-
nue 0s manager.

One of the three rooms compri-
sing the cafe has been given over
to a lounge where wvisiting Gls can
write letters or read magazines. The
feminine touch-in the form of cur-
tains, etc. - will soon be apparent,
promises the ARC.

i?roup- ‘Should Feel

o't Proes poge |

administer the final blows to the
remainder of his holding.

Every member of the Group, past,
present and future should feel ju-
stifiable pride in the acheivements
of the Flying Horsemen, who have
brought home to the enemy the full
meaning of total war. With victory
within our grasp we will endeavor
to continue our record breaking
attacks upon our targets and equal
if not surpass our past performances.

JACK L. RANDOLPH,
LT. COL., AIR CORPS,
COMMANDING

s

Lt. Col. Jack L. Randolph, the
third of the 4491th's overseas com.
manding officers, has been in charge
since October 26. He first joined
the group on June 20 and served
as deputy commander and air ins-

Proud...

ville High School and Porterville
Junior College. He entered the He.
gular Army in July, 1931, and has
had eonlinuous service since
date. He was in the first class in-
stituted at  Randolph Field, Tex.,
and won his pilot’s wings at Kelly
Field, Tex., in June, 1932,

Col. Randolph served for many
years at Luke Field, Hawaii, and
in that romantic place married the
former Cherie A. D'Arey, now a
resident of Fort Worth, Tex. From
1932 w 1941 he was stationed at
Luke and at Hamilton Field, Calif.

His last assignment before coming
overseas was as commanding officer
of Tyndall Field, Fla., as Director
of Training at the Flexible Gunnery
School there.

A command pilot, Col. Randolph
wears among his decorations the
Distinguished Flying Cross with one
luster and the Air Medal with 1wo

pector prior to ing d
A nltP?re of California, Col. Ran.
delph was s:ruhnled from Porter-

bronze oak leaf clusters.
Fh'nsgmi-inuﬁ“&llos’n'




9/26/23, 2:16 PM Gmail - also, if you happen to know your dad's military service number, that would be helpful....

M Gmail martin hall <mshft1111@gmail.com>
also, if you happen to know your dad's military service number, that would be
helpful....

3 messages

martin hall <mshft1111@gmail.com> Sun, Aug 20, 2023 at 12:18 PM

To: Scott Rude <R29rudedog@aol.com>

Go Easy,

Martin Hall

Well, I used to be cool.
1810 Tabor Street
Eugene, OR 97401
541.954.3113
mshftl111@gmail.com

Aol/Verizon <r29rudedog@aol.com> Tue, Aug 22, 2023 at 10:33 AM
To: martin hall <mshft1111@gmail.com>

Thanks for your interest in my father. | coincidently had googled him that night and found a few
pictures and a little information. I'm sure you could do better. Here's what | know....... Ralph Alfred
Rude dob. 9/24/21 Captain 15th bomb group. 449th squadron. at Grataglia air base, Italy, from
4/15/44 to October +- ASN 0-689358. Not sure if that is his service number or not? Thanks again
Marty and always good to see you.

[Quoted text hidden]

martin hall <mshft1111@gmail.com> Tue, Aug 22, 2023 at 5:38 PM
To: Aol/Verizon <r29rudedog@aol.com>

Thanks, Scott. Let me see what I can dig up. Love you guys . . .

Go Easy,

Martin Hall

Well, I used to be cool.
1810 Tabor Street
Eugene, OR 97401
541.954.3113
mshftlll1@gmail.com
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Rude’s flight logs are included in the packet and these records show every unit assignment, station, and
flight that he took. The flight logs also show his cadet training and the types of planes he flew when he
was in the air.

Of four missions listed on Rude’s flight logs, 2 were credited and one was likely practice. The third was
described on paper and located through a manual search of the containers. However, since there were
no combat details it is likely that this mission was aborted after takeoff.

The results of the search of the Air Force Award Cards series is included in this packet as well.

His personnel records were lost in the fire but we have included the auxiliary file that stands in place of
the personnel records at the National Archives.

Enjoy!
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